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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1. PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to provide an accurate representation of the present condition of 

the Goodwin-Gwerder Property (property). The property is currently managed in accordance 

with the conservation easement (CE) language and restrictions as recorded on October 20, 

2005 (Appendix A). The information and photographs provided herein represent the condition of 

the property as of June 6, 2012. 

1.2 LOCATION 

The property is approximately 97.65 acres and is contained within a single legal parcel (APN 148-

017-001-200-00). The parcel is located between the City of Galt along State Route 99 (SR 99) and 

the town of Thornton along Interstate 5 (I-5) in south Sacramento County (Figure 1). The northern 

parcel boundary is bordered by Kost Road, and the southern boundary is defined by a dirt road. 

The parcel is fenced along the entire perimeter, which also defines the eastern and western 

parcel boundaries. The parcel is approximately 0.5 mile north of Dry Creek and 0.5 mile east of 

Orr Road. 

The portion of the parcel covered under the CE equals approximately 80 acres of agricultural lands 

of the approximately 97.65 total acres contained within the parcel. Laguna Slough, and a tributary 

to Laguna Slough, divides the property into three separate fields (Figure 2). The 80 acres of 

agricultural lands covered under the CE consist of two separate fields, A and B. 

2. METHODS 

A review of the property was conducted on June 6, 2012, by City of Elk Grove biologist Summer 

Pardo, to note features relevant to the CE and to take reference photographs at predesignated 

locations. On the day of the site review, the sky was clear, with a NW wind averaging 8.1 mph 

and ambient temperature of approximately 71.6°F. 

US Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) National Agricultural Imagery 

Program (NAIP) 2010 imagery files and Sacramento County 2012 parcel data were utilized as 

base layers for field maps and the enclosed figures. Maps were created using ArcView software. 

Photographs of the property were taken with a 10 megapixel Nikon Coolpix S550 digital camera, 

5 feet above the ground. The photopoint locations were revised during this monitoring period to 

eliminate duplicate photopoints and provide a more accurate depiction of their locations. Please 

refer to Figure 2 for updated photopoint locations. Representative site photos from each 

photopoint can be found in Appendix B. Photos are referenced by photopoint number and 

directionality. For example, photo 1-N was taken at photopoint P1 facing north. The latitude and 

longitude for each photostation and a brief description of its locality can be found in Appendix C. 

3. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPERTY AND EASEMENT 

The property’s legal description is contained in Exhibit A1 of the CE, which is provided in Appendix 

A of this report. The property covered under the CE consists of approximately 80 acres of 

agricultural land owned and farmed by Goodwin-Gwerder, LP, in south Sacramento County. 

Laguna Slough runs east–west across the property before turning south near the south-central 

portion of the property. A secondary channel continues eastward from this point and crosses 
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through the eastern property boundary. As shown in Figure 2, field A is located to the north of 

Laguna Slough and is approximately 60 acres. Field B is located in the southwestern corner of the 

property and includes a narrow strip of land of approximately 20 acres along the property’s 

southern end. During the June 6, 2012, site visit, fields A and B had been planted with alfalfa. 

Additional details regarding site characteristics can be found in sections 3.5, Infrastructure and 

Buildings, and 3.6, Conservation Features, of this report. 

3.1. PURPOSE OF THE CONSERVATION EASEMENT 

The multiple natural resource conservation purposes of the CE are to preserve and protect in 

perpetuity (a) the availability of the property for agricultural use by protecting the property from 

development pressure; (b) the conservation and habitat values of the property as foraging 

and/or nesting habitat for Swainson’s hawks (Buteo swainsoni) and for other wildlife essential for 

maintaining Swainson’s hawk habitat, including the processes which sustain that habitat; and 

(c) the open space character of the property, which is an important public benefit and is 

consistent with the availability of the property for wildlife habitat and agricultural uses. 

3.2. SURROUNDING PROPERTIES 

The lands surrounding the property are used primarily for cattle pasture and vineyards. The land 

directly to the north, south, and west of the property is currently used as cattle pasture. The land 

directly to the east of the property is currently used as a vineyard.  

3.3 AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES 

The Biological and Cultural Resources Assessments of the Gwerder Property (Miriam 2005) 

indicated that alfalfa had been the primary crop for several years. Typically, alfalfa is on a 

4-year rotation followed by 2–3 years of rotational crops such as corn, wheat, or tomatoes. The 

2006 Easement Documentation Report (City of Elk Grove) for the property stated that alfalfa was 

still the crop in production in fields A and B. However the 2008 Easement Documentation Report 

(City of Elk Grove) indicated field A had been planted in corn and field B had been planted in 

safflower. The fields remained in this production for approximately 2 years, as the 2009 Easement 

Documentation Report (City of Elk Grove) identified that all of the fields had recently been 

harvested and replanted in forage crops. During the June 6, 2012, site visit, all fields were 

planted with alfalfa, which represents optimal foraging habitat for Swainson’s hawks. 

3.4. CURRENT WATER USES 

Laguna Slough crosses through the south-central portion of the property; therefore, water is 

available throughout the year. Fields A and B are irrigated using water pumped directly from 

Laguna Slough. 

3.5. INFRASTRUCTURE AND BUILDINGS 

Residences and Other Buildings 

There are no existing buildings on the property. The CE allows for the maintenance, repair, 

replacement, or rebuilding of existing structures and improvements, provided that such 

replacement structures/improvements shall be of the same square footage as the 

structures/improvements they replace and shall be rebuilt in the same general location and in a 

manner consistent with the purposes of the CE (Appendix A). Currently, there are no buildings on 
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the property or plans to construct any buildings on the property; therefore, the property is 

consistent with the requirements of the CE. 

Fences and Roads 

Barbed-wire fencing borders the entire property. A gravel road is located along the eastern and 

southern boundaries of the property. Other unimproved dirt roads are located around field A 

and to the west of field B for the purposes of facilitating the on-site farming practices. The CE 

allows for the repair and maintenance of existing roads at current levels of improvement, as well 

as the creation of new unpaved roads that are reasonably necessary for agricultural purposes 

and that do not substantially diminish or impair the open space character, agricultural 

productivity of the property, or Swainson’s hawk habitat qualities on the property as defined by 

the CE (Appendix A). The type, location, and size of the roads within the property are similar to 

what has been reported in the past (City of Elk Grove 2011). The property is consistent with the 

requirements of the CE for fences and roads. 

Ditches and Canals 

Laguna Slough divides the property into three separate fields. Irrigation ditches located around 

the perimeters of fields A and B are used for the conveyance of water to the field crops within 

the property. 

3.6. CONSERVATION FEATURES 

Riparian Habitat 

The riparian habitat located along Laguna Slough is not included in the 80 acres covered under 

the CE. The proximity of this riparian habitat to the on-site agricultural fields enhances the wildlife 

value of the property, because the riparian habitat provides nesting and perching locations for 

Swainson’s hawks and other birds. This riparian area also provides foraging and cover habitat for 

an abundance of wildlife. Dominant trees found along Laguna Slough consist of valley oaks 

(Quercus lobata), Fremont’s cottonwood (Populus fremontii), black walnut (Juglans hindsii), box 

elder (Acer negundo), and willows (Salix spp.). 

Uplands 

As described above, fields A and B were planted with alfalfa at the time of the June 6, 2012, site 

visit. This low-lying vegetation serves as optimal foraging habitat for Swainson’s hawks because it 

enables the hawks to spot and pursue prey items when flying over the property. 

There are many large trees located along the perimeter of the property and Laguna Slough. 

During the June 6, 2012, site visit, large trees observed around the perimeter of the property were 

mostly valley oaks with a few Fremont’s cottonwoods. Two (2) active red-tailed hawk nests were 

documented in valley oaks on site (Figure 2). At least one (1) juvenile was present in the nest site 

along the western property boundary. No direct observations of juveniles in the second nest site 

were made; however, defensive behaviors of both adults suggest juvenile(s) were present in the 

nest during the site review. 
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4. CONCLUSIONS 

4.1. ADHERENCE TO EASEMENT REQUIREMENTS 

A review of the CE revealed that the activities and practices observed during the June 6, 2012, 

site visit were permitted uses. The farming practices (forage crops) observed are allowed under 

the CE requirements. 

4.2. QUALITY OF SWAINSON’S HAWK FORAGING HABITAT WITHIN THE EASEMENT PROPERTY  

The property exhibits high-quality foraging habitat for Swainson’s hawks. At the time of the June 6, 

2012, site visit, fields A and B were planted in alfalfa, which provides suitable foraging habitat for 

Swainson’s hawks due to the high visibility of and accessibility to prey items in this vegetative 

structure. The property contains habitat suitable for prey items preferred by the Swainson’s hawk 

and therefore may be used as foraging habitat. 

According to the California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) California Natural Diversity 

Database (CNDDB) records, there are 87 previously recorded occurrences of Swainson’s hawk 

within a 10-mile radius of the property (CDFG 2012). Since numerous occurrences of Swainson’s 

hawks have been recorded in the region, it is reasonable to assume that Swainson’s hawks 

could nest in the vicinity of the property or within the riparian habitat or large trees adjacent to 

the property. There are numerous large trees located along Laguna Slough and along the 

perimeter of the property that Swainson’s hawk could utilize as nesting and perching locations. 

Three large stick nests were observed along Laguna Slough and its tributary, along with an 

additional large stick nest that is being used by a red-tailed hawk adjacent to the property near 

the southeast corner (Figure 2). Several smaller stick nests were observed throughout the 

property. 

During the June 6, 2012, site visit, the following species were observed: American kestrel (Falco 

sparverius) and Cooper’s hawk (Accipiter cooperii). Other birds observed within the property 

include black phoebe (Sayornis nigricans), mallard (Anas platyrhynchos), American robin (Turdus 

migratorius), Brewer’s blackbird (Euphagus cyanocephalus), spotted towhee (Pipilo maculatus), 

house finch (Carpodacus mexicanus), northern flicker (Colaptes auratus), turkey vulture 

(Cathartes aura), western scrub jay (Aphelocoma californica), northern mockingbird (Mimus 

polyglottos), wood duck (Aix sponsa), tree swallow (Tachycineta bicolor), and red-winged 

blackbird (Agelaius phoeniceus). Several small rodent burrows and vole runs were observed 

ruderal habitat surrounding fields A and B. In addition, California ground squirrels (Spermophilus 

beecheyi), California voles (Microtus californicus), and western gray squirrels (Sciurus griseus) 

were observed on the property. Bullfrogs (Rana catesbeiana) were also observed on the 

property. 

Overall, the property appears to provide high-quality foraging habitat for the Swainson’s hawk 

and other raptors. In addition, the large trees observed within the riparian corridor of Laguna 

Slough provide suitable nesting sites for Swainson’s hawks. 
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Appendix C – Photopoint Coordinates and Locality Notes 

Photopoint Longitude Latitude Description 

P1 121° 21' 52.555" W 38° 14' 23.570" N 
At the northwestern corner of the property and field 

A, adjacent to Kost Road. 

P2 121° 21' 32.396" W 38° 14' 23.458" N 

At the northeastern corner of the property and field 

A, adjacent to Kost Road and the entrance to the 

property via a farm gate onto a gravel road that runs 

the length of the eastern edge of the property  

P3 121° 21' 32.537" W 38° 14' 7.714" N 

At the eastern edge of the property, near a dirt road 

that runs the southern boundary of field A, which 

borders Laguna Slough 

P4 121° 21' 33.079" W 38° 14' 5.950" N 

At the eastern edge of the property, near the 

tributary to Laguna Slough that crosses the eastern 

boundary of the property 

P5 121° 21' 32.627" W 38° 13' 57.582" N 
At the southern end of the property on the far east 

side, which is designated as a continuation of field B 

P6 121° 21' 41.190" W 38° 13' 57.733" N 
At the southern-central end of the property 

designated as a continuation of field B 

P7 121° 21' 43.240" W 38° 14' 4.240" N 
At the divide of Laguna Slough and its tributary that 

crosses the eastern boundary of the property 

P8 121° 21' 51.832" W 38° 14' 8.601" N 
At the western edge of the property, near the 

southwestern corner of field A 

P9 121° 21' 53.301" W 38° 14' 6.322" N 
At the western edge of the property, near the 

northwestern corner of field B 

P10 121° 21' 53.573" W 38° 13' 58.010" N At the southwestern corner of the property and field B 

 




