
From: notification@elkgrovecity.org
To: cjordan@elkgrovecity.org
Subject: Zoo Comments and Questions 2021-10-26 11:39 PM(PST) Submission Notification
Date: Tuesday, October 26, 2021 11:39:50 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Zoo Comments and Questions 2021-10-26 11:39 PM(PST) was submitted by Guest on
10/27/2021 2:39:45 AM (GMT-08:00) US/Pacific

Name Value
name Marie oleman
email

phone

comments

It has been our pleasure to provide "browse" (tree branches) to the zoo for many
years. The Zoo wrote an article several years ago needing "browse" to feed the
animals especially the giraffes. My husband and I called the zoo and offered our
non fruit bearing mulberry tree limbs to the zoo. They came out and cut as many
branches as their truck would hold. Then we hired a tree service to come and trim
the trees and every year the zoo comes out to the house and collects the "browse"
to keep the animals feed. The zoo has a list of trees that are listed and edible for
the animals so you too can help feed them. Having the zoo in EG would be great.
Lots of trees here in town to help them with food.



From: notification@elkgrovecity.org
To: cjordan@elkgrovecity.org
Subject: Zoo Comments and Questions 2021-10-27 11:46 AM(PST) Submission Notification
Date: Wednesday, October 27, 2021 11:47:00 AM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Zoo Comments and Questions 2021-10-27 11:46 AM(PST) was submitted by Guest on
10/27/2021 2:46:56 PM (GMT-08:00) US/Pacific

Name Value
name Kathleen Goldsberry
email

phone
comments So happy to see a zoo come this way.



From: notification@elkgrovecity.org
To: cjordan@elkgrovecity.org
Subject: Zoo Comments and Questions 2021-11-16 11:39 PM(PST) Submission Notification
Date: Tuesday, November 16, 2021 11:39:06 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Zoo Comments and Questions 2021-11-16 11:39 PM(PST) was submitted by Guest on
11/17/2021 2:39:02 AM (GMT-08:00) US/Pacific

Name Value
name Chinh Vu
email

phone

comments

Hello, It would be awesome to have the zoo in Elk Grove. Has site south
Kammerer Road been explored? What would be the impact for not leaving the
land for light industrial and commercial? What is the impact on proposed
development in the surrounding? What would be the fiscal impact on City beside
paying for the land? Would it effect development already in the City's 5-year
plan? Thank you, Chinh Vu



From: cjordan@elkgrovecity.org

Subject: RE: Zoo Comments and Questions 2021-11-16 11:39 PM(PST) Submission Notification
Date: Wednesday, November 17, 2021 1:26:09 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Hello,
 
Thank you for your email.  I’ll try and address your questions.  First, land south of Kammerer is not
currently in the City, so pursuing a site there would require annexation, which is a multi-year process
and requires approval by a regional agency, the Sacramento Local Agency Formation Commission. 
Water and sewer services have not been fully defined for that area either.
 
While a zoo is already allowed under the current zoning for the property with a conditional use
permit, the City has also been working on an effort to re-envision this area with a more diverse and
mixed range of land uses.  You can read more about that effort under the Kammerer Road Urban
Design Study.  
 
We are working with the Sacramento Zoological Society in the preparation of a feasibility study,
which will look at the construction and operating costs and potential revenue and funding sources. 
Funding the project is expected to be a partnership.  Many of the roadways and other infrastructure
to serve the site have been in the City’s plans for some time.
 
Christopher
 
 

Christopher Jordan, AICP | City Manager’s Office
Director of Strategic Planning and Innovation
 
City of Elk Grove
8401 Laguna Palms Way, Elk Grove, CA 95758
t 916.478.2222
TTY/TDD 888.435.6092
elkgrovecity.org
 

Sign Up For City Email Updates

 
 
 
 

From: notification@elkgrovecity.org <notification@elkgrovecity.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 16, 2021 11:39 PM
To: Christopher Jordan <cjordan@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: Zoo Comments and Questions 2021-11-16 11:39 PM(PST) Submission Notification



 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Zoo Comments and Questions 2021-11-16 11:39 PM(PST) was submitted by Guest on
11/17/2021 2:39:02 AM (GMT-08:00) US/Pacific

Name Value
name Chinh Vu
email

phone

comments

Hello, It would be awesome to have the zoo in Elk Grove. Has site south Kammerer Road
been explored? What would be the impact for not leaving the land for light industrial and
commercial? What is the impact on proposed development in the surrounding? What
would be the fiscal impact on City beside paying for the land? Would it effect
development already in the City's 5-year plan? Thank you, Chinh Vu

To view this form submission online, please follow the link below:

https://www.elkgrovecity.org/form/one.aspx?
objectId=18144758&contextId=18050846&returnto=submissions

 sending us an email (electronic mail message) or filling out a web form, you are sending us personal
information (i.e. your name, address, email address or other information). We store this information in
order to respond to or process your request or otherwise resolve the subject matter of your submission.

Certain information that you provide us is subject to disclosure under the California Public Records Act or
other legal requirements. This means that if it is specifically requested by a member of the public, we are
required to provide the information to the person requesting it. We may share personally identifying
information with other City of Elk Grove departments or agencies in order to respond to your request. In
some circumstances we also may be required by law to disclose information in accordance with the
California Public Records Act or other legal requirements.



From: notification@elkgrovecity.org
To: cjordan@elkgrovecity.org
Subject: Zoo Comments and Questions 2021-12-22 09:37 AM(PST) Submission Notification
Date: Wednesday, December 22, 2021 9:37:55 AM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Zoo Comments and Questions 2021-12-22 09:37 AM(PST) was submitted by Guest on
12/22/2021 12:37:52 PM (GMT-08:00) US/Pacific

Name Value
name Hoang Nguyen
email

phone

comments
We're very excited with the prospect of having a zoo in the city. One quick
question please, will we expect to see an increase in taxation for city residents?
Thank you.

To view this form submission online, please follow the link below:

https://www.elkgrovecity.org/form/one.aspx?
objectId=18224372&contextId=18050846&returnto=submissions



From: notification@elkgrovecity.org
To: cjordan@elkgrovecity.org
Subject: Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-01-05 08:22 AM(PST) (1) Submission Notification
Date: Wednesday, January 5, 2022 8:23:02 AM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-01-05 08:22 AM(PST) (1) was submitted by Guest on
1/5/2022 11:22:59 AM (GMT-08:00) US/Pacific

Name Value
name Yadira Morales
email

phone

comments Hi, looking forward to the Sacramento Zoo moving to Elk Grove! My question is
what will happen to the current location of the zoo in Land Park? Thanks, Yadira

To view this form submission online, please follow the link below:

https://www.elkgrovecity.org/form/one.aspx?
objectId=18251815&contextId=18050846&returnto=submissions



From: notification@elkgrovecity.org
To: cjordan@elkgrovecity.org
Subject: Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-01-05 09:43 AM(PST) Submission Notification
Date: Wednesday, January 5, 2022 9:43:23 AM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-01-05 09:43 AM(PST) was submitted by Guest on
1/5/2022 12:43:11 PM (GMT-08:00) US/Pacific

Name Value
name Margie McConnell
email

phone

comments

What happens to the current zoo? I love that zoo. It's truly a historic part of Land
Park and Sacramento. I recently bought a house in the neighborhood near the
current zoo and love that it is close to my home. I am very disappointed that once
again we are building new and shiny and getting rid of historic!

To view this form submission online, please follow the link below:

https://www.elkgrovecity.org/form/one.aspx?
objectId=18252889&contextId=18050846&returnto=submissions



From: cjordan@elkgrovecity.org
To:
Subject: RE: Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-03-10 09:38 AM(PST) Submission Notification
Date: Thursday, March 10, 2022 9:48:50 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Good morning,
Thank you for your comments.  At this stage we are focused on the overall feasibility of developing a
zoo in Elk Grove.  If the Council desires to move to the next stage (a question they will consider on
March 23), then we would move into the design phase.  During that effort we would have
opportunities to collect ideas like this.  I will save these and pass along to the design team in the
event we move into that work phase. 
 
Please make sure you are subscribed to our email list so you can receive project updates, including
additional public engagement opportunities. 
 
Christopher
 
 
 

Christopher Jordan, AICP | City Manager’s Office
Director of Strategic Planning and Innovation
 
City of Elk Grove
8401 Laguna Palms Way, Elk Grove, CA 95758
t 916.478.2222
TTY/TDD 888.435.6092
elkgrovecity.org
 

Sign Up For City Email Updates

 
 
 
 

From: notification@elkgrovecity.org <notification@elkgrovecity.org> 
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2022 9:38 AM
To: Christopher Jordan <cjordan@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-03-10 09:38 AM(PST) Submission Notification
 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-03-10 09:38 AM(PST) was submitted by Guest on
3/10/2022 12:38:12 PM (GMT-08:00) US/Pacific



Name Value

name Heidi

email

phone

comments

I am a resident of Elk Grove and a frequent visitor to The Sacramento Zoo. I would love
to offer some suggestions of what my family, friends, and neighbors would like to see at
the zoo: interactive exhibits and experiences with animals, a shuttle that could transport
residents near the zoo from various convenient spots like the Costco parking lot, school
programs connected to the zoo and relevant environmental issues, a tram or safari bus
to give tours through the zoo like the ones at San Diego Zoo, discounted days
throughout the year for locals, seniors, veterans, a wide variety of dining options at the
zoo itself, a large gift shop where souvenirs can be purchased, cool photo ops
throughout the property, a butterfly area, exhibits related to Central Valley plants and
wildlife.

To view this form submission online, please follow the link below:

https://www.elkgrovecity.org/form/one.aspx?
objectId=18399485&contextId=18050846&returnto=submissions



From: cjordan@elkgrovecity.org
To:
Subject: RE: Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-03-18 12:02 PM(PST) Submission Notification
Date: Friday, March 18, 2022 2:04:56 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Good afternoon,
Thank you for your interest in the Zoo project.  First, if you have not already done so, please sign up
for the email list on the website.  We have been using this extensively to share what is going on with
the project and will use it when we identify upcoming participation opportunities. 
 
The next big event for the Zoo will be this coming Wednesday during the City Council meeting.  Staff
will be sharing the results of the feasibility study and the Council will be discussing the next steps. 
Specifically, we will be asking Council to move the Zoo to the next phase, which is developing a full
site master plan and a thorough financing plan.  If we move forward with master planning we will be
identifying multiple opportunities for engagement on the design.  Again, be signed up to the email
list.
 
Wednesday’s Council meeting will be held both in person and online.  You can find information and
the agenda on the website (item 9.1).  The meeting begins at 6:00 pm, but I expect the item to start
no earlier than 7:30 pm.  You are welcome to come down to City Hall (8400 Laguna Palms Way) or
you can join from home.  We stream the meeting on the website, or there will be a Zoom link.  If you
watch from home and want to provide comments you’ll need to use the Zoom link.
 
If you have any other questions please feel free to contact us.
 
Christopher
 
 
 

Christopher Jordan, AICP | City Manager’s Office
Director of Strategic Planning and Innovation
 
City of Elk Grove
8401 Laguna Palms Way, Elk Grove, CA 95758
t 916.478.2222
TTY/TDD 888.435.6092
elkgrovecity.org
 

Sign Up For City Email Updates

 
 
 
 



From: notification@elkgrovecity.org <notification@elkgrovecity.org> 
Sent: Friday, March 18, 2022 12:02 PM
To: Christopher Jordan <cjordan@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-03-18 12:02 PM(PST) Submission Notification
 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-03-18 12:02 PM(PST) was submitted by Guest on
3/18/2022 3:02:03 PM (GMT-08:00) US/Pacific

Name Value

name Noel Janney

email

phone

comments

Hello, I'd like to know how I can support bringing the zoo to Elk Grove. I prefer to be
contacted via email, but would be interested in any upcoming meetings open to the
public, as well as opportunities to help review/pass/fund or otherwise support the
effort. Thank you, Noel Janney

To view this form submission online, please follow the link below:

https://www.elkgrovecity.org/form/one.aspx?
objectId=18421213&contextId=18050846&returnto=submissions

By sending us an email (electronic mail message) or filling out a web form, you are sending us personal
information (i.e. your name, address, email address or other information). We store this information in
order to respond to or process your request or otherwise resolve the subject matter of your submission.

Certain information that you provide us is subject to disclosure under the California Public Records Act or
other legal requirements. This means that if it is specifically requested by a member of the public, we are
required to provide the information to the person requesting it. We may share personally identifying
information with other City of Elk Grove departments or agencies in order to respond to your request. In
some circumstances we also may be required by law to disclose information in accordance with the
California Public Records Act or other legal requirements.



From: Nathan Chronister
To: Christopher Jordan
Subject: Re: Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-05-04 10:22 AM(PST) Submission Notification
Date: Wednesday, May 4, 2022 12:03:58 PM
Attachments: image001.png

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Thank you for your response Mr. Jordan. The idea that I would like to propose is a "prehistoric
garden". Certain types of plants such as tree-ferns, ginkgo, and horsetail are known from the
fossil record. Known as "living fossils", these plants lived in the time of the dinosaurs or
earlier, but they are still alive today. If you can imagine a grove of these trees and plants, with
a small nature trail winding through it, that would create a unique space that would be perfect
for educational programs, school groups, or to simply experience what the Earth was like a
long time ago. 

Why at the zoo? Well, the current exhibit of animatronic dinosaurs is one of the most popular
attractions at the zoo. A prehistoric garden would provide a perfect location for future
animatronic dinosaur exhibits. Showing them in their natural habitat would add a whole new
level and something that people can't experience anywhere else. In the near future, these
animatronic creatures will be far more realistic, and they will be able to walk freely through
their environment, a lot more like real animals. The new zoo in Elk Grove could be the first
place in the world to offer this unique experience.

Thanks for putting this idea on the list. I would like to hear what you think, and I look forward
to more discussion about possibilities for the zoo.

Nathan Chronister

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 10:29 AM Christopher Jordan <cjordan@elkgrovecity.org> wrote:

Good morning,

Thank you for the interest in the Zoo Project.  You can signup for email notices on the
project page (www.elkgrovecity.org/zoo) using the form at the top of the page.  Be sure to
check the box for the Zoo before hitting submit.

 

There will be opportunities for public engagement and participation in the design process
beginning later this summer as we move into the design phase, so be on the lookout for
email notices about ways to participate.  You can of course email us your ideas and we can
add them to the list others have shared to date. 

 

Christopher

 



From: notification@elkgrovecity.org <notification@elkgrovecity.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, May 4, 2022 10:22 AM
To: Christopher Jordan <cjordan@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-05-04 10:22 AM(PST) Submission
Notification

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-05-04 10:22 AM(PST) was submitted by Guest on
5/4/2022 1:22:13 PM (GMT-08:00) US/Pacific

Name Value
nameNathan Chronister
email

phone



comments

Hi. I would like to be on your e-mailing list to receive updates on the planning
process and any opportunities to provide input. I would like to present a proposal
on a possible feature at the new site that would help add to the unique interest
that our zoo is going to draw. Is there an upcoming opportunity where I can do
this?

To view this form submission online, please follow the link below:

https://www.elkgrovecity.org/form/one.aspx?
objectId=18526204&contextId=18050846&returnto=submissions

By sending us an email (electronic mail message) or filling out a web form, you are sending us personal
information (i.e. your name, address, email address or other information). We store this information in
order to respond to or process your request or otherwise resolve the subject matter of your submission.

Certain information that you provide us is subject to disclosure under the California Public Records Act
or other legal requirements. This means that if it is specifically requested by a member of the public, we
are required to provide the information to the person requesting it. We may share personally identifying
information with other City of Elk Grove departments or agencies in order to respond to your request. In
some circumstances we also may be required by law to disclose information in accordance with the
California Public Records Act or other legal requirements.



From: cjordan@elkgrovecity.org
To:
Subject: RE: Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-05-20 12:31 AM(PST) Submission Notification
Date: Tuesday, May 24, 2022 8:50:17 AM
Attachments: image001.png

It would come down to financing, both for construction and operations, and it is likely that other
habitats would need to be reconfigured to make room, since we would not reserve space for an
elephant habitat as part of the first phase.  At this point, I do not expect us to ever have elephants. 
 

From: Ed C <  
Sent: Friday, May 20, 2022 10:38 AM
To: Christopher Jordan <cjordan@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: Re: Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-05-20 12:31 AM(PST) Submission Notification
 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

I see. Is it possible that we can add elephants in the future? If so, like in how many years?  If not,
then… awww. 
 
Thank you so much for the quick reply. 
 
Eddie

On May 20, 2022, at 8:33 AM, Christopher Jordan <cjordan@elkgrovecity.org> wrote:

Hi Eddie,
Thanks for reaching out and appreciate the question.  A complete list of species has not
been finalized, but there is a potential key species list in the Feasibility Study (see page
10 of the document, page 12 in the PDF).  Lions are listed as part of the African
Savannah, along with cheetahs. 
 
You will notice that elephants are not listed and we do not anticipate including them in
the new facility for a couple of reasons.  First, given their size everything needed house
them is also massive, and with that scale comes substantial construction cost.  The
current working cost estimate for the Phase 1 zoo is approximately $175 million and it
includes about 41 acres of habitat space for an extensive array of species.  For
comparison, the Oregon Zoo in Portland recently opened a new elephant habitat and it
alone cost over $50 million.  Second, from an operations perspective it can take 3-4
times as much staff and support resources to care for elephants as it would other large
species, such as giraffe and rhino. 
 
We will be talking more about the design and range of species that could be at the zoo



later this summer, so be sure to sign up for the email list on the website to stay
informed of upcoming events and activities. 
 
Christopher
 
 
 

Christopher Jordan, AICP | City Manager’s Office
Director of Strategic Planning and Innovation
 
City of Elk Grove
8401 Laguna Palms Way, Elk Grove, CA 95758
t 916.478.2222
TTY/TDD 888.435.6092
elkgrovecity.org
 

Sign Up For City Email Updates

 
 
 
 

From: notification@elkgrovecity.org <notification@elkgrovecity.org> 
Sent: Friday, May 20, 2022 12:31 AM
To: Christopher Jordan <cjordan@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-05-20 12:31 AM(PST) Submission
Notification
 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-05-20 12:31 AM(PST) was submitted by
Guest on 5/20/2022 7:31:00 AM (GMT-08:00) US/Pacific

Name Value

name Eddie

email

phone

comments
Hi. Excited about the new expansion zoo. Question… why will there be no
Elephants and Lions at this new location? What is needed to have those
animals? Thanks, Eddie

To view this form submission online, please follow the link below:



From:
To: cjordan@elkgrovecity.org
Subject: RE: Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-04-14 12:21 PM(PST) Submission Notification
Date: Thursday, May 26, 2022 12:13:40 PM
Attachments: image001.png

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Hey Chris,  just heard that the Zoo and Elk Grove are moving forward following last night's
council meeting! Hope the Zoo can break ground by Spring/Summer of 2024! 

Sent from the all new AOL app for Android

On Thu, Apr 14, 2022 at 3:18 PM, 
> wrote:

Thanks Chris,  looking forward to hearing more in late May or early June!

Sent from the all new AOL app for Android

On Thu, Apr 14, 2022 at 3:11 PM, Christopher Jordan
<cjordan@elkgrovecity.org> wrote:

Hello Kenneth,
 
We will have more details on the schedule to share in May, but generally speaking we are
planning to start the EIR this year.  A typical EIR takes about 9-12 months to complete.  A lot
of data will need to go into the analysis, including water, sewer, and electrical demands, and
pulling that information together will take some time, so we don’t have a definitive start date
yet. 
 
Again, we will have more to share in May, so stay tuned!
 
Christopher
 
 

Christopher Jordan, AICP | City Manager’s Office
Director of Strategic Planning and Innovation
 
City of Elk Grove
8401 Laguna Palms Way, Elk Grove, CA 95758
t 916.478.2222
TTY/TDD 888.435.6092
elkgrovecity.org
 



Sign Up For City Email Updates
 
 
 
 

From: notification@elkgrovecity.org <notification@elkgrovecity.org> 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2022 12:22 PM
To: Christopher Jordan <cjordan@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-04-14 12:21 PM(PST) Submission Notification
 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-04-14 12:21 PM(PST) was submitted by Guest
on 4/14/2022 3:21:30 PM (GMT-08:00) US/Pacific

Name Value
name Kenneth Pearson II
email

phone

comments
So if Everything goes well with the relocation process the next few months, could
the city and the Zoo start the EIR ( Environmental Review Process) this Summer?
How long is that expected to take?

         k below:

https://www.elkgrovecity.org/form/one.aspx?
objectId=18484480&contextId=18050846&returnto=submissions

By sending us an email (electronic mail message) or filling out a web form, you are sending us
personal information (i.e. your name, address, email address or other information). We store this
information in order to respond to or process your request or otherwise resolve the subject matter
of your submission.

Certain information that you provide us is subject to disclosure under the California Public Records
Act or other legal requirements. This means that if it is specifically requested by a member of the
public, we are required to provide the information to the person requesting it. We may share
personally identifying information with other City of Elk Grove departments or agencies in order to
respond to your request. In some circumstances we also may be required by law to disclose
information in accordance with the California Public Records Act or other legal requirements.



From: cjordan@elkgrovecity.org
To:
Subject: RE: Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-05-26 02:00 PM(PST) Submission Notification
Date: Friday, May 27, 2022 12:21:01 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Good afternoon,
Thank you for your inquiry about memorial benches or picnic tables at the Zoo.  We are just starting
the planning process and may look at a program like this, but no decisions have been made.  If a
program is established it would likely be after approval of the project and the effort moves into
construction. 
 
Christopher
 
 
 

Christopher Jordan, AICP | City Manager’s Office
Director of Strategic Planning and Innovation
 
City of Elk Grove
8401 Laguna Palms Way, Elk Grove, CA 95758
t 916.478.2222
TTY/TDD 888.435.6092
elkgrovecity.org
 

Sign Up For City Email Updates

 
 
 
 

From: notification@elkgrovecity.org <notification@elkgrovecity.org> 
Sent: Thursday, May 26, 2022 2:00 PM
To: Christopher Jordan <cjordan@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-05-26 02:00 PM(PST) Submission Notification
 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-05-26 02:00 PM(PST) was submitted by Guest on
5/26/2022 9:00:01 PM (GMT-08:00) US/Pacific

Name Value

name Donalee Eiri

email



phone

comments Memorial benches and/or picnic tables information

To view this form submission online, please follow the link below:

https://www.elkgrovecity.org/form/one.aspx?
objectId=18581307&contextId=18050846&returnto=submissions

By sending us an email (electronic mail message) or filling out a web form, you are sending us personal
information (i.e. your name, address, email address or other information). We store this information in
order to respond to or process your request or otherwise resolve the subject matter of your submission.

Certain information that you provide us is subject to disclosure under the California Public Records Act or
other legal requirements. This means that if it is specifically requested by a member of the public, we are
required to provide the information to the person requesting it. We may share personally identifying
information with other City of Elk Grove departments or agencies in order to respond to your request. In
some circumstances we also may be required by law to disclose information in accordance with the
California Public Records Act or other legal requirements.



From: cjordan@elkgrovecity.org
To:
Subject: Fwd: Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-05-29 06:52 AM(PST) Submission Notification
Date: Sunday, May 29, 2022 7:05:14 AM

Good morning, 
We are just beginning the design process and will add these suggestions to the list. Thanks for
sharing.

Christopher

From: notification@elkgrovecity.org <notification@elkgrovecity.org>
Sent: Sunday, May 29, 2022, 6:54 AM
To: Christopher Jordan <cjordan@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-05-29 06:52 AM(PST) Submission Notification

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-05-29 06:52 AM(PST) was submitted by Guest on
5/29/2022 1:52:27 PM (GMT-08:00) US/Pacific

Name Value
name Judy Braceros
email

phone

comments

Was wondering if the zoo could put in a tram that takes you above zoo and you
can see everything and for Seniors would be one way for them to get from one
side of the park to the other.Was also wondering if park benches would be put
throughout the zoo so seniors could sit down if need be..Thank you Elk Grove
Resident...

To view this form submission online, please follow the link below:

https://www.elkgrovecity.org/form/one.aspx?
objectId=18585328&contextId=18050846&returnto=submissions

By sending us an email (electronic mail message) or filling out a web form, you are sending us personal
information (i.e. your name, address, email address or other information). We store this information in
order to respond to or process your request or otherwise resolve the subject matter of your submission.

Certain information that you provide us is subject to disclosure under the California Public Records Act or
other legal requirements. This means that if it is specifically requested by a member of the public, we are
required to provide the information to the person requesting it. We may share personally identifying



From: cjordan@elkgrovecity.org
To:
Subject: FW: Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-06-01 12:02 PM(PST) Submission Notification
Date: Wednesday, June 1, 2022 5:09:14 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Good afternoon,
Thank you for your email regarding the proposed zoo.  The City has not made a definitive decision on
the project and appreciates comments throughout the process.  We will be investigating these
concerns through the design and review process; for example, we are anticipating a buffer area to
occur along Lotz Parkway near the existing residences.
 
Later this year we will be initiating an Environmental Impact Report for the project, which will look at
topics including noise, odor, and safety.  We may use other zoos as reference points for some of this
analysis and encourage you to visit the neighborhood around the existing zoo to experience their
current operations. 
 
We appreciate your concerns about the area roadways, but I will note that many of the roadways in
the area have been planned for major employment and visitor uses.  Timing of improvements to the
roads is alignment with the sequencing of development and availability of construction funds.  Lotz
Parkway is planned for further widening and extension to Whitelock Parkway in the coming years
and West Stockton and Promenade Parkway realignments to Whitelock Parkway are also in design
phase.  Kammerer Road will be widened to a six-lane facility over time as funding becomes available
and environmental review will be completed later this year for the extension to I-5.  We will be
conducting studies around traffic and circulation with the intent of directing zoo trips away from
existing neighborhoods. 
 
Regarding the Delta Shores area, this is a private development that is located in the City of
Sacramento.  The Elk Grove City limits end just north of the Laguna/I-5 interchange. 
 
If you have other comments or questions please send them along as these will help us make sure we
are addressing concerns throughout the design and review process.
 
Christopher
 
 
 

Christopher Jordan, AICP | City Manager’s Office
Director of Strategic Planning and Innovation
 
City of Elk Grove
8401 Laguna Palms Way, Elk Grove, CA 95758
t 916.478.2222
TTY/TDD 888.435.6092
elkgrovecity.org



 
 

From: notification@elkgrovecity.org <notification@elkgrovecity.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 1, 2022 12:03 PM
To: Christopher Jordan <cjordan@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-06-01 12:02 PM(PST) Submission Notification
 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-06-01 12:02 PM(PST) was submitted by Guest on
6/1/2022 7:02:47 PM (GMT-08:00) US/Pacific

Name Value
name monika
email

phone

comments

hello.... We are very concerned that a ZOO is planned next to homes in our area... I was
not told that I would have to deal with over 1 million visitors to crowd the EG residents
out of the area ... leave alone the NOISE that we have to deal with. I am not rich and
cannot relocate because I don't want to hear stupid monkeys and lions in the middle of
the night and smell the stick of a zoo in my neighborhood. I am paying $9000 / year in
property taxes... which are not used to any advantage for MY family.... AND we were
promised a road to EG city ... not the ridiculous "upgrade" of kamerer which is still just 1
lane instead of 2 on each side.... no Bilby ... no Lotz... nothing. With the casino (we knew
about) on one side and a zoo we wouldn't have bought here if we knew about this one)
at the other... we have no way out without crazy visitors... I did not move to a resort -
vacation area... this is only Elk Grove.... What are you guys thinking? there is PLENTY of
room by Delta shores... and great access to the same freeway.... put the zoo there and
keep it away from homes!!!! this is not correct management of this city and I have been
here for over 20 years. BIG disappointment. that you do not care about your residents.

To view this form submission online, please follow the link below:

https://www.elkgrovecity.org/form/one.aspx?
objectId=18593278&contextId=18050846&returnto=submissions



From: cjordan@elkgrovecity.org
To:
Subject: RE: Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-05-31 09:26 PM(PST) Submission Notification
Date: Wednesday, June 1, 2022 5:12:25 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Good afternoon,
Thank you for your comments.  We have added them to our running list.
 
Christopher
 
 

Christopher Jordan, AICP | City Manager’s Office
Director of Strategic Planning and Innovation
 
City of Elk Grove
8401 Laguna Palms Way, Elk Grove, CA 95758
t 916.478.2222
TTY/TDD 888.435.6092
elkgrovecity.org
 
 
 

From: notification@elkgrovecity.org <notification@elkgrovecity.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 31, 2022 9:27 PM
To: Christopher Jordan <cjordan@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-05-31 09:26 PM(PST) Submission Notification
 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-05-31 09:26 PM(PST) was submitted by Guest on
6/1/2022 4:26:58 AM (GMT-08:00) US/Pacific

Name Value
name Amy Bullock
email

phone

comments

Hi! I just wanted to write in and say how excited I am about the potential move to Elk
Grove! Coming from Modesto, and currently being a member of the Fresno Zoo, I could
see myself changing the membership to Elk Grove for sure! It will be closer, and much,
much larger than Fresno! It will be closer to the size of San Fran (but that zoo sucks), and
has the potential to be a tourist destination for people from other countries if done
correctly! This has the opportunity for lots of revenue! My son and I are very, very
excited! Here's hoping the move happens! Thank you! Amy



From: Jeanne Olivas
To: Christopher Jordan
Subject: Re: Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-06-21 11:58 AM(PST) Submission Notification
Date: Wednesday, June 22, 2022 8:28:33 AM
Attachments: image001.png

image001.png

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

That is awesome news! I plan on retiring from my job and would be available for a part-time
job at the zoo! So very exciting!
Thanks!
Jeanne.

On Wed, Jun 22, 2022, 8:09 AM Christopher Jordan <cjordan@elkgrovecity.org> wrote:

Good morning Ms. Olivas,

 

Thank you for your email.  The zoo is a very complex project.  The schedule we have
outlined involves development of the conceptual and schematic plans beginning this summer
and continuing through 2023, at which point the City Council will consider the formal
approvals.  If the Council approves the project, we anticipate about 9-12 months to prepare
the construction documents and bid the first phase for construction.  The construction
schedule is anticipated for another 18-24 months.  At that point staff and the animals could
start moving in and preparing for opening day.  All told, we expect opening no sooner than
summer 2027.  There are several contingencies to that schedule, including securing the
necessary funding from sponsors, donors, and partners, as well as the City. 

 

As we move through the various work elements we will be sharing updates on the website,
email announcements, and social media.  Please make sure you sign up for the updates on
the website at www.elkgrovecity.org/zoo.

 

Christopher

 

 

 

Christopher Jordan, AICP | City Manager’s Office



Director of Strategic Planning and Innovation

 

City of Elk Grove

8401 Laguna Palms Way, Elk Grove, CA 95758

t 916.478.2222

TTY/TDD 888.435.6092

elkgrovecity.org

 

Sign Up For City Email Updates

 

 

 

 

From: notification@elkgrovecity.org <notification@elkgrovecity.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 21, 2022 12:09 PM
To: Christopher Jordan <cjordan@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-06-21 11:58 AM(PST) Submission
Notification

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-06-21 11:58 AM(PST) was submitted by Guest on
6/21/2022 2:58:18 PM (GMT-08:00) US/Pacific

Name Value
name Jeanne Olivas
email

phone
comments When is the zoo project expected to be completed?

To view this form submission online, please follow the link below:

https://www.elkgrovecity.org/form/one.aspx?
objectId=18656007&contextId=18050846&returnto=submissions



From: donthompson
To: Christopher Jordan
Subject: Re: Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-06-03 03:21 PM(PST) Submission Notification
Date: Thursday, July 14, 2022 12:28:50 PM
Attachments: image001.png

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Thank you for the response.  Much appreciated.
Don Thompson

On Saturday, June 4, 2022 at 11:36:58 AM PDT, Christopher Jordan <cjordan@elkgrovecity.org> wrote:

Hello Mr. Thompson,

Thank you for your message.  We are still studying options for where the entrance to the zoo may be
located, but are focusing on solutions that promote regional traffic on Kammerer Road, rather than
through existing neighborhoods.  We are conducting iterative traffic modeling and our design teams will
be paying close attention to this issue.

 

If you have any other questions or concerns please let us know.

 

Christopher

 

 

 

Christopher Jordan, AICP | City Manager’s Office

Director of Strategic Planning and Innovation

 

City of Elk Grove

8401 Laguna Palms Way, Elk Grove, CA 95758

t 916.478.2222

TTY/TDD 888.435.6092

elkgrovecity.org

 



Sign Up For City Email Updates

 

 

 

 

From: notification@elkgrovecity.org <notification@elkgrovecity.org> 
Sent: Friday, June 3, 2022 3:22 PM
To: Christopher Jordan <cjordan@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-06-03 03:21 PM(PST) Submission Notification

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-06-03 03:21 PM(PST) was submitted by Guest on 6/3/2022
10:21:55 PM (GMT-08:00) US/Pacific

Name Value
name Don Thompson
email

phone

comments Interested in the proposed ingress and egress relating to the Zoo in this
proposed location. Have family located in adjacent housing area.

To view this form submission online, please follow the link below:

https://www.elkgrovecity.org/form/one.aspx?
objectId=18599959&contextId=18050846&returnto=submissions

By sending us an email (electronic mail message) or filling out a web form, you are sending us personal
information (i.e. your name, address, email address or other information). We store this information in
order to respond to or process your request or otherwise resolve the subject matter of your submission.

Certain information that you provide us is subject to disclosure under the California Public Records Act or
other legal requirements. This means that if it is specifically requested by a member of the public, we are
required to provide the information to the person requesting it. We may share personally identifying
information with other City of Elk Grove departments or agencies in order to respond to your request. In
some circumstances we also may be required by law to disclose information in accordance with the
California Public Records Act or other legal requirements.



From: cjordan@elkgrovecity.org
To: greggonzalez
Subject: RE: Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-07-22 10:50 AM(PST) Submission Notification
Date: Friday, July 22, 2022 11:01:48 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Hello Mr. Gonzalez,
Thank you for your email.  Final approvals for the zoo are still a ways off, and construction will take
several years, so no hirings for the facility are occurring.  Additionally, the Zoo would be operated by
the Sacramento Zoological Society, who operates the current Sacramento Zoo.  They will be
responsible for staffing, so you will want to continue to connect with them about employment
opportunities. 
 
Christopher
 
 

Christopher Jordan, AICP | City Manager’s Office
Director of Strategic Planning and Innovation
 
City of Elk Grove
8401 Laguna Palms Way, Elk Grove, CA 95758
t 916.478.2222
TTY/TDD 888.435.6092
elkgrovecity.org
 

Sign Up For City Email Updates

 
 
 
 

From: notification@elkgrovecity.org <notification@elkgrovecity.org> 
Sent: Friday, July 22, 2022 10:51 AM
To: Christopher Jordan <cjordan@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-07-22 10:50 AM(PST) Submission Notification
 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-07-22 10:50 AM(PST) was submitted by Guest on
7/22/2022 1:50:56 PM (GMT-08:00) US/Pacific

Name Value
name Greg Gonzalez
email

phone



comments

Dear elk grove zoo, Im excited to see the new plans for the zoo coming to elk grove. I
would love to see myself working in maintenance for the zoo in my future. Maybe i
missed something were to apply. I did apply for the sacramento zoo, currently hoping to
hear back. If you had more info on were i could apply or be pointed further to be a part
of this awesome transition and or a future employee, i would appreciate any
information. Please and thank you for your time. Respecfully Greg Gonzalez

To view this form submission online, please follow the link below:

https://www.elkgrovecity.org/form/one.aspx?
objectId=18762061&contextId=18050846&returnto=submissions



From: cjordan@elkgrovecity.org
To: g7
Subject: FW: Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-08-14 07:04 PM(PST) Submission Notification
Date: Monday, August 15, 2022 2:56:47 PM

Hello Mr. Allen,
Thank you for your email.  We checked with the staff at the current Zoo and there is not a
designated “sensory garden” at the existing facility. 
 
The focus of the proposed Zoo is on animals and conservation.  As we continue with the design
process we plan to engage with the City’s Diversity Advisory Committee to incorporate feedback and
best practices around accommodating all users.  We expect to start that process later this fall and
continue into the detailed planning work next year. 
 
Please let me know if you have any other questions.
 
Christopher
 
Christopher Jordan, AICP | City Manager’s Office
Director of Strategic Planning and Innovation
 
City of Elk Grove
8401 Laguna Palms Way, Elk Grove, CA 95758
t 916.478.2222
TTY/TDD 888.435.6092
elkgrovecity.org
 
 
 
 
 

From: notification@elkgrovecity.org <notification@elkgrovecity.org> 
Sent: Sunday, August 14, 2022 7:05 PM
To: Christopher Jordan <cjordan@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-08-14 07:04 PM(PST) Submission Notification
 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Zoo Comments and Questions 2022-08-14 07:04 PM(PST) was submitted by Guest on
8/14/2022 10:04:37 PM (GMT-08:00) US/Pacific

Name Value
name Gary Allen
email

phone
comments Will you still have a similar Sensory Garden that is in the current Zoo for the blind?



From: cjordan@elkgrovecity.org
To:
Subject: RE: Zoo Comment Submission
Date: Friday, December 2, 2022 9:40:23 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Good morning,
To sign up for updates about the New Zoo in Elk Grove, visit the project webpage, scroll all the way
to the bottom, and complete the Sign Up for Updates section in the lower right corner. 
 
Christopher
 
 
 

Christopher Jordan, AICP | City Manager’s Office
Director of Strategic Planning and Innovation
 
City of Elk Grove
8401 Laguna Palms Way, Elk Grove, CA 95758
t 916.478.2222
TTY/TDD 888.435.6092
elkgrovecity.org
 

Sign Up For City Email Updates

 
 
 
 

From: City of Elk Grove <noreply@elkgrovecity.org> 
Sent: Friday, December 2, 2022 8:24 AM
To: Christopher Jordan <cjordan@elkgrovecity.org>; Christal Love-Lazard
<clazard@elkgrovecity.org>; Darrell Doan <ddoan@elkgrovecity.org>; Kristyn Laurence
<klaurence@elkgrovecity.org>; Luis Aguilar <laguilar@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: Zoo Comment Submission
 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Submitted on Fri, 12/02/2022 - 08:24

Submitted by: Anonymous

Submitted values are:

Name



Yizhou Jiang

Email

Phone

Comments/Questions
Hi, I'm excited about this new coming zoo project. How can I get informed on what can help, either
part time job, volunteer or donation? Thanks

By sending us an email (electronic mail message) or filling out a web form, you are sending us personal
information (i.e. your name, address, email address or other information). We store this information in
order to respond to or process your request or otherwise resolve the subject matter of your submission.

Certain information that you provide us is subject to disclosure under the California Public Records Act or
other legal requirements. This means that if it is specifically requested by a member of the public, we are
required to provide the information to the person requesting it. We may share personally identifying
information with other City of Elk Grove departments or agencies in order to respond to your request. In
some circumstances we also may be required by law to disclose information in accordance with the
California Public Records Act or other legal requirements.



From: cjordan@elkgrovecity.org

Subject: RE: Zoo Comment Submission
Date: Friday, January 27, 2023 10:25:26 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Good morning,
There are currently no plans for artificial turf at the complex, but thank you for the interest.
 
Christopher
 
 
 

Christopher Jordan, AICP | City Manager’s Office
Director of Strategic Planning and Innovation
 
City of Elk Grove
8401 Laguna Palms Way, Elk Grove, CA 95758
t 916.478.2222
TTY/TDD 888.435.6092
elkgrovecity.org
 

Sign Up For City Email Updates

 
 
 
 

From: City of Elk Grove <noreply@elkgrovecity.org> 
Sent: Friday, January 27, 2023 9:56 AM
To: Christopher Jordan <cjordan@elkgrovecity.org>; Christal Love-Lazard
<clazard@elkgrovecity.org>; Darrell Doan <ddoan@elkgrovecity.org>; Kristyn Laurence
<klaurence@elkgrovecity.org>; Luis Aguilar <laguilar@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: Zoo Comment Submission
 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Submitted on Fri, 01/27/2023 - 09:56

Submitted by: Anonymous

Submitted values are:

Name
Shalveen Gill



Email

Phone

Comments/Questions
Hi, I own a artificial turf store in south Sacramento and would love to talk to you about putting in turf
at the new Zoo.

By sending us an email (electronic mail message) or filling out a web form, you are sending us personal
information (i.e. your name, address, email address or other information). We store this information in
order to respond to or process your request or otherwise resolve the subject matter of your submission.

Certain information that you provide us is subject to disclosure under the California Public Records Act or
other legal requirements. This means that if it is specifically requested by a member of the public, we are
required to provide the information to the person requesting it. We may share personally identifying
information with other City of Elk Grove departments or agencies in order to respond to your request. In
some circumstances we also may be required by law to disclose information in accordance with the
California Public Records Act or other legal requirements.



From: cjordan@elkgrovecity.org
To:
Subject: RE: Zoo Comment Submission
Date: Friday, January 27, 2023 10:28:32 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Hello,
We confirmed you are on the list to receive email updates on the project.
 
Christopher
 
 
 

Christopher Jordan, AICP | City Manager’s Office
Director of Strategic Planning and Innovation
 
City of Elk Grove
8401 Laguna Palms Way, Elk Grove, CA 95758
t 916.478.2222
TTY/TDD 888.435.6092
elkgrovecity.org
 

Sign Up For City Email Updates

 
 
 
 

From: City of Elk Grove <noreply@elkgrovecity.org> 
Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2023 2:51 PM
To: Christopher Jordan <cjordan@elkgrovecity.org>; Christal Love-Lazard
<clazard@elkgrovecity.org>; Darrell Doan <ddoan@elkgrovecity.org>; Kristyn Laurence
<klaurence@elkgrovecity.org>; Luis Aguilar <laguilar@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: Zoo Comment Submission
 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Submitted on Thu, 01/26/2023 - 14:50

Submitted by: Anonymous

Submitted values are:

Name
Diane Smith



Email

Phone

Comments/Questions
I would like to receive updates about the new zoo! Thanks!

By sending us an email (electronic mail message) or filling out a web form, you are sending us personal
information (i.e. your name, address, email address or other information). We store this information in
order to respond to or process your request or otherwise resolve the subject matter of your submission.

Certain information that you provide us is subject to disclosure under the California Public Records Act or
other legal requirements. This means that if it is specifically requested by a member of the public, we are
required to provide the information to the person requesting it. We may share personally identifying
information with other City of Elk Grove departments or agencies in order to respond to your request. In
some circumstances we also may be required by law to disclose information in accordance with the
California Public Records Act or other legal requirements.



From: cjordan@elkgrovecity.org
To:
Subject: RE: Zoo Comment Submission
Date: Friday, January 27, 2023 10:30:06 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Good morning,
Thank you for the email.  I’m going to pass it along to the staff at the Sacramento Zoological Society
to see how this may fit in with their program and operations.
 
Christopher
 
 
 

Christopher Jordan, AICP | City Manager’s Office
Director of Strategic Planning and Innovation
 
City of Elk Grove
8401 Laguna Palms Way, Elk Grove, CA 95758
t 916.478.2222
TTY/TDD 888.435.6092
elkgrovecity.org
 

Sign Up For City Email Updates

 
 
 
 

From: City of Elk Grove <noreply@elkgrovecity.org> 
Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2023 10:53 AM
To: Christopher Jordan <cjordan@elkgrovecity.org>; Christal Love-Lazard
<clazard@elkgrovecity.org>; Darrell Doan <ddoan@elkgrovecity.org>; Kristyn Laurence
<klaurence@elkgrovecity.org>; Luis Aguilar <laguilar@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: Zoo Comment Submission
 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Submitted on Thu, 01/26/2023 - 10:52

Submitted by: Anonymous

Submitted values are:

Name



Brennan Anderson

Email

Phone

Comments/Questions
How can we partner with the new Zoo?



From: Diane Smith
To: Christopher Jordan
Subject: Re: Zoo Comment Submission
Date: Friday, January 27, 2023 2:27:47 PM
Attachments: image001.png

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Thanks so very much!  

On Fri, Jan 27, 2023 at 10:28 AM Christopher Jordan <cjordan@elkgrovecity.org> wrote:

Hello,

We confirmed you are on the list to receive email updates on the project.

 

Christopher

 

 

 

Christopher Jordan, AICP | City Manager’s Office

Director of Strategic Planning and Innovation

 

City of Elk Grove

8401 Laguna Palms Way, Elk Grove, CA 95758

t 916.478.2222

TTY/TDD 888.435.6092

elkgrovecity.org

 

Sign Up For City Email Updates

 

 



 

 

From: City of Elk Grove <noreply@elkgrovecity.org> 
Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2023 2:51 PM
To: Christopher Jordan <cjordan@elkgrovecity.org>; Christal Love-Lazard
<clazard@elkgrovecity.org>; Darrell Doan <ddoan@elkgrovecity.org>; Kristyn Laurence
<klaurence@elkgrovecity.org>; Luis Aguilar <laguilar@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: Zoo Comment Submission

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Submitted on Thu, 01/26/2023 - 14:50

Submitted by: Anonymous

Submitted values are:

Name
Diane Smith

Email

Phone

Comments/Questions
I would like to receive updates about the new zoo! Thanks!

By sending us an email (electronic mail message) or filling out a web form, you are sending us personal
information (i.e. your name, address, email address or other information). We store this information in
order to respond to or process your request or otherwise resolve the subject matter of your submission.

Certain information that you provide us is subject to disclosure under the California Public Records Act
or other legal requirements. This means that if it is specifically requested by a member of the public, we
are required to provide the information to the person requesting it. We may share personally identifying
information with other City of Elk Grove departments or agencies in order to respond to your request. In
some circumstances we also may be required by law to disclose information in accordance with the
California Public Records Act or other legal requirements.



From: cjordan@elkgrovecity.org
To:
Subject: RE: Zoo Comment Submission
Date: Tuesday, February 7, 2023 2:00:18 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png

Hello,
 
My apologies for the extended delay returning your message. 
 
We are setting aside space in the Phase 2 areas for a California zone.  Part of that could include an Elk Meadow habitat that could feature
elk.  I’ve clipped that portion of the plan below for you.  No final decisions have been made yet and our focus right now is on Phase 1, so
things could change in the future.
 

 
Christopher
 
 
 

Christopher Jordan, AICP | City Manager’s Office
Director of Strategic Planning and Innovation
 
City of Elk Grove
8401 Laguna Palms Way, Elk Grove, CA 95758
t 916.478.2222
TTY/TDD 888.435.6092
elkgrovecity.org
 

Sign Up For City Email Updates

 
 
 
 

From: City of Elk Grove <noreply@elkgrovecity.org> 
Sent: Saturday, January 21, 2023 3:52 PM
To: Christopher Jordan <cjordan@elkgrovecity.org>; Christal Love-Lazard <clazard@elkgrovecity.org>; Darrell Doan
<ddoan@elkgrovecity.org>; Kristyn Laurence <klaurence@elkgrovecity.org>; Luis Aguilar <laguilar@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: Zoo Comment Submission
 



[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Submitted on Sat, 01/21/2023 - 15:52

Submitted by: Anonymous

Submitted values are:

Name
Summer Smith

Email

Phone

Comments/Questions
Hello There,
I had a dream for real Elk in Elk Grove after a large heard was poached on the Northern Coast. I remember eating a delicious sandwich and
watching real live Elk which I never saw in Elk Grove as a child. I hope the new zoo incorporates an elk population that was lost in Trinidad
and maybe a beautiful heard could roam up north. Again. Elk babies sound cute. Thank you all!!! So excited! 

Summer

By sending us an email (electronic mail message) or filling out a web form, you are sending us personal information (i.e. your name, address,
email address or other information). We store this information in order to respond to or process your request or otherwise resolve the subject
matter of your submission.

Certain information that you provide us is subject to disclosure under the California Public Records Act or other legal requirements. This means
that if it is specifically requested by a member of the public, we are required to provide the information to the person requesting it. We may share
personally identifying information with other City of Elk Grove departments or agencies in order to respond to your request. In some circumstances
we also may be required by law to disclose information in accordance with the California Public Records Act or other legal requirements.



From: cjordan@elkgrovecity.org
To:
Subject: RE: Zoo Comment Submission
Date: Friday, February 10, 2023 8:42:11 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Hello,
Thank you for your email.  We conducted several outreach events around the potential design of the
zoo last summer (2022) and have used that feedback to inform the conceptual design that is on the
website.  We are now working with the design team to refine the design and work through the
details with zoo operations staff.  We don’t anticipate additional outreach until the fall.
 
Does that answer your question?
 
Christopher
 
 

Christopher Jordan, AICP | City Manager’s Office
Director of Strategic Planning and Innovation
 
City of Elk Grove
8401 Laguna Palms Way, Elk Grove, CA 95758
t 916.478.2222
TTY/TDD 888.435.6092
elkgrovecity.org
 

Sign Up For City Email Updates

 
 
 
 

From: City of Elk Grove <noreply@elkgrovecity.org> 
Sent: Friday, February 10, 2023 4:20 PM
Subject: Zoo Comment Submission
 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Submitted on Fri, 02/10/2023 - 16:19

Submitted by: Anonymous

Submitted values are:

Name



Judy Pribyl-Jasperson

Email

Phone

Comments/Questions
Are there was to engage the public. I.e. big rootball for new zoo alanimals?

By sending us an email (electronic mail message) or filling out a web form, you are sending us personal
information (i.e. your name, address, email address or other information). We store this information in
order to respond to or process your request or otherwise resolve the subject matter of your submission.

Certain information that you provide us is subject to disclosure under the California Public Records Act or
other legal requirements. This means that if it is specifically requested by a member of the public, we are
required to provide the information to the person requesting it. We may share personally identifying
information with other City of Elk Grove departments or agencies in order to respond to your request. In
some circumstances we also may be required by law to disclose information in accordance with the
California Public Records Act or other legal requirements.



From: cjordan@elkgrovecity.org
To:
Subject: RE: Zoo Comment Submission
Date: Monday, March 20, 2023 10:42:47 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Good morning,
Thank you for reaching out.  The last update that was provided was in November when the
Sacramento Zoological Society released draft concept images for the facility.  The City is currently
working with the Society to develop a more detailed schematic design and complete the
environmental analysis, and then move into a financing plan.  We expect this work will be completed
early next year when the City Council considers approvals for the project.
 
Be sure to sign up for the email notifications on the project website for when updates are released.
 
Christopher
 
 

Christopher Jordan, AICP | City Manager’s Office
Director of Strategic Planning and Innovation
 
City of Elk Grove
8401 Laguna Palms Way, Elk Grove, CA 95758
t 916.478.2222
TTY/TDD 888.435.6092
elkgrovecity.org
 

Sign Up For City Email Updates

 
 
 
 

From: City of Elk Grove <noreply@elkgrovecity.org> 
Sent: Sunday, March 19, 2023 5:50 PM
To: Christopher Jordan <cjordan@elkgrovecity.org>; Christal Love-Lazard
<clazard@elkgrovecity.org>; Darrell Doan <ddoan@elkgrovecity.org>; Kristyn Laurence
<klaurence@elkgrovecity.org>; Luis Aguilar <laguilar@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: Zoo Comment Submission
 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Submitted on Sun, 03/19/2023 - 17:49

Submitted by: Anonymous



Submitted values are:

Name
Terri Mulvihill

Email

Phone

Comments/Questions
Looking for updates in the new zoo!

By sending us an email (electronic mail message) or filling out a web form, you are sending us personal
information (i.e. your name, address, email address or other information). We store this information in
order to respond to or process your request or otherwise resolve the subject matter of your submission.

Certain information that you provide us is subject to disclosure under the California Public Records Act or
other legal requirements. This means that if it is specifically requested by a member of the public, we are
required to provide the information to the person requesting it. We may share personally identifying
information with other City of Elk Grove departments or agencies in order to respond to your request. In
some circumstances we also may be required by law to disclose information in accordance with the
California Public Records Act or other legal requirements.



From: cjordan@elkgrovecity.org
To:
Subject: RE: Zoo Comment Submission
Date: Friday, March 24, 2023 10:00:37 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Good morning Mr. Braverman,
 
The proposed Zoo site is about 65 acres and would be developed in phases.  The initial phase is
around 40 acres, so there is lots of room to grow and add additional zones over time as funding
becomes available.  The current Land Park zoo is less than 15 acres, so this is a major expansion
opportunity.  Most zoos in similar communities are about 55-65 acres, so we are comfortable with
the approach.
 
If you have any additional questions please let me know.
 
Christopher
 
 
 

Christopher Jordan, AICP | City Manager’s Office
Director of Strategic Planning and Innovation
 
City of Elk Grove
8401 Laguna Palms Way, Elk Grove, CA 95758
t 916.478.2222
TTY/TDD 888.435.6092
elkgrovecity.org
 

Sign Up For City Email Updates

 
 
 
 

From: City of Elk Grove <noreply@elkgrovecity.org> 
Sent: Friday, March 24, 2023 8:41 AM
To: Christopher Jordan <cjordan@elkgrovecity.org>; Christal Love-Lazard
<clazard@elkgrovecity.org>; Darrell Doan <ddoan@elkgrovecity.org>; Kristyn Laurence
<klaurence@elkgrovecity.org>; Luis Aguilar <laguilar@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: Zoo Comment Submission
 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Submitted on Fri, 03/24/2023 - 08:41



Submitted by: Anonymous

Submitted values are:

Name
Jeffrey Braverman

Email

Phone

Comments/Questions
Is there room for the zoo to grow, if needed?

By sending us an email (electronic mail message) or filling out a web form, you are sending us personal
information (i.e. your name, address, email address or other information). We store this information in
order to respond to or process your request or otherwise resolve the subject matter of your submission.

Certain information that you provide us is subject to disclosure under the California Public Records Act or
other legal requirements. This means that if it is specifically requested by a member of the public, we are
required to provide the information to the person requesting it. We may share personally identifying
information with other City of Elk Grove departments or agencies in order to respond to your request. In
some circumstances we also may be required by law to disclose information in accordance with the
California Public Records Act or other legal requirements.



From: cjordan@elkgrovecity.org
To:
Subject: RE: Zoo Comment Submission
Date: Tuesday, May 2, 2023 11:22:36 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Hello,
 
While the design of the New Zoo in Elk Grove is ongoing, you can visit the existing zoo in
Sacramento.  Visit the Sacramento Zoo | Sacramento Zoo - Sacramento, CA (saczoo.org)
 
Christopher
 
 

Christopher Jordan, AICP | City Manager’s Office
Director of Strategic Planning and Innovation
 
City of Elk Grove
8401 Laguna Palms Way, Elk Grove, CA 95758
t 916.478.2222
TTY/TDD 888.435.6092
elkgrovecity.org
 

Sign Up For City Email Updates

 
 
 
 

From: City of Elk Grove <noreply@elkgrovecity.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 2, 2023 11:14 AM
To: Christopher Jordan <cjordan@elkgrovecity.org>; Christal Love-Lazard
<clazard@elkgrovecity.org>; Darrell Doan <ddoan@elkgrovecity.org>; Kristyn Laurence
<klaurence@elkgrovecity.org>; Luis Aguilar <laguilar@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: Zoo Comment Submission
 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Submitted on Tue, 05/02/2023 - 11:13

Submitted by: Anonymous

Submitted values are:

Name



amiyah adside

Email

Phone

Comments/Questions
is your zoo open

By sending us an email (electronic mail message) or filling out a web form, you are sending us personal
information (i.e. your name, address, email address or other information). We store this information in
order to respond to or process your request or otherwise resolve the subject matter of your submission.

Certain information that you provide us is subject to disclosure under the California Public Records Act or
other legal requirements. This means that if it is specifically requested by a member of the public, we are
required to provide the information to the person requesting it. We may share personally identifying
information with other City of Elk Grove departments or agencies in order to respond to your request. In
some circumstances we also may be required by law to disclose information in accordance with the
California Public Records Act or other legal requirements.



From: Cesar
To: Christopher Jordan
Subject: Re: Zoo Comment Submission
Date: Wednesday, May 24, 2023 9:37:58 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image001.png

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Thanks for the response Christopher!

This helps a lot.

Cesar Bonilla 

On Wed, May 24, 2023, 6:59 PM Christopher Jordan <cjordan@elkgrovecity.org> wrote:

Hello,

Thank you for reaching out.  The operation of the Zoo is by the non-profit Sacramento
Zoological Society.  You can visit their website to learn more about employment
opportunities.

 

Christopher

 

 

Christopher Jordan, AICP | City Manager’s Office

Director of Strategic Planning and Innovation

 

City of Elk Grove

8401 Laguna Palms Way, Elk Grove, CA 95758

t 916.478.2222

TTY/TDD 888.435.6092

elkgrovecity.org

 



Sign Up For City Email Updates

 

 

 

 

From: City of Elk Grove <noreply@elkgrovecity.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, May 24, 2023 11:44 AM
To: Christopher Jordan <cjordan@elkgrovecity.org>; Christal Love-Lazard
<clazard@elkgrovecity.org>; Darrell Doan <ddoan@elkgrovecity.org>; Kristyn Laurence
<klaurence@elkgrovecity.org>; Luis Aguilar <laguilar@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: Zoo Comment Submission

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Submitted on Wed, 05/24/2023 - 11:43

Submitted by: Anonymous

Submitted values are:

Name
Cesar Bonilla 

Email

Phone

Comments/Questions
Hello! Id like to know if there will be a website where I can apply to work at the new zoo in
any capacity.

By sending us an email (electronic mail message) or filling out a web form, you are sending us personal
information (i.e. your name, address, email address or other information). We store this information in
order to respond to or process your request or otherwise resolve the subject matter of your submission.

Certain information that you provide us is subject to disclosure under the California Public Records Act
or other legal requirements. This means that if it is specifically requested by a member of the public, we
are required to provide the information to the person requesting it. We may share personally identifying
information with other City of Elk Grove departments or agencies in order to respond to your request. In



From: cjordan@elkgrovecity.org
To:
Subject: RE: Zoo Comment Submission
Date: Saturday, June 3, 2023 5:33:39 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Hello,
Yes, the Sacramento Zoo in Land Park is open.  You can find hours and ticket information on their
website at Sacramento Zoo - Homepage | Sacramento Zoo - Sacramento, CA (saczoo.org).
 
Christopher
 
 
 

Christopher Jordan, AICP | City Manager’s Office
Director of Strategic Planning and Innovation
 
City of Elk Grove
8401 Laguna Palms Way, Elk Grove, CA 95758
t 916.478.2222
TTY/TDD 888.435.6092
elkgrovecity.org
 

Sign Up For City Email Updates

 
 
 
 

From: City of Elk Grove <noreply@elkgrovecity.org> 
Sent: Saturday, June 3, 2023 12:35 AM
To: Christopher Jordan <cjordan@elkgrovecity.org>; Christal Love-Lazard
<clazard@elkgrovecity.org>; Darrell Doan <ddoan@elkgrovecity.org>; Kristyn Laurence
<klaurence@elkgrovecity.org>; Luis Aguilar <laguilar@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: Zoo Comment Submission
 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Submitted on Sat, 06/03/2023 - 00:35

Submitted by: Anonymous

Submitted values are:

Name



Shawn

Email

Phone

Comments/Questions
I s the Sacramento zoo still available to the public at land park of Sacramento?

By sending us an email (electronic mail message) or filling out a web form, you are sending us personal
information (i.e. your name, address, email address or other information). We store this information in
order to respond to or process your request or otherwise resolve the subject matter of your submission.

Certain information that you provide us is subject to disclosure under the California Public Records Act or
other legal requirements. This means that if it is specifically requested by a member of the public, we are
required to provide the information to the person requesting it. We may share personally identifying
information with other City of Elk Grove departments or agencies in order to respond to your request. In
some circumstances we also may be required by law to disclose information in accordance with the
California Public Records Act or other legal requirements.



From: Audrey Dittmann
To: Christopher Jordan
Subject: Re: Zoo Comment Submission
Date: Monday, July 10, 2023 1:13:49 PM
Attachments: image001.png

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Thank you so much for the info!  A check is in the mail today for the new zoo giraffe enclosure.

Audrey Dittmann

On Mon, Jul 10, 2023 at 2:48 PM Christopher Jordan <cjordan@elkgrovecity.org> wrote:

Good morning,

 

The City is working with the Sacramento Zoological Society, the operator of the Zoo in
Land Park, on development of the New Zoo in Elk Grove.  You can visit their website at the
link below to learn about donation opportunities.

 

Donate to the Zoo | Sacramento Zoo - Sacramento, CA (saczoo.org)

 

Christopher

 

 

 

Christopher Jordan, AICP | City Manager’s Office

Director of Strategic Planning and Innovation

 

City of Elk Grove

8401 Laguna Palms Way, Elk Grove, CA 95758

t 916.478.2222

TTY/TDD 888.435.6092



elkgrovecity.org

 

Sign Up For City Email Updates

 

 

 

 

From: City of Elk Grove <noreply@elkgrovecity.org> 
Sent: Sunday, July 9, 2023 5:23 AM
To: Christopher Jordan <cjordan@elkgrovecity.org>; Christal Love-Lazard
<clazard@elkgrovecity.org>; Darrell Doan <ddoan@elkgrovecity.org>; Kristyn Laurence
<klaurence@elkgrovecity.org>; Luis Aguilar <laguilar@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: Zoo Comment Submission

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Submitted on Sun, 07/09/2023 - 05:22

Submitted by: Anonymous

Submitted values are:

Name
Audrey Dittmann

Email

Phone

Comments/Questions
Is this the zoo with the baby giraffe? If so, can you send me your address for making a
donation?
Thank you.
Audrey Dittmann

By sending us an email (electronic mail message) or filling out a web form, you are sending us personal



From: City of Elk Grove
To: Christopher Jordan; Christal Love-Lazard; Darrell Doan; Kristyn Laurence; Luis Aguilar
Subject: Zoo Comment Submission
Date: Friday, October 27, 2023 12:26:39 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Submitted on Fri, 10/27/2023 - 12:26

Submitted by: Anonymous

Submitted values are:

Name
James Fong

Email

Phone

Comments/Questions
Update on The New Sacramento Zoo. To be informed on upcoming review and presentations.



From: City of Elk Grove
To: Christopher Jordan; Christal Love-Lazard; Darrell Doan; Kristyn Laurence; Luis Aguilar
Subject: Zoo Comment Submission
Date: Tuesday, October 31, 2023 1:00:51 AM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Submitted on Tue, 10/31/2023 - 01:00

Submitted by: Anonymous

Submitted values are:

Name
Wanda Ramirez

Email

Phone

Comments/Questions
Will you have volunteer job opportunities at the zoo ? If so who do I contact? I would love to
be a part of the New Zoo anyway it be a volunteer or as a employee.



From: City of Elk Grove
To: Christopher Jordan; Christal Love-Lazard; Darrell Doan; Kristyn Laurence; Luis Aguilar
Subject: Zoo Comment Submission
Date: Saturday, November 4, 2023 8:40:08 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Submitted on Sat, 11/04/2023 - 20:39

Submitted by: Anonymous

Submitted values are:

Name
Kathleen Lieb

Email

Phone

Comments/Questions
Would like email updates on what is king on in the city besides on Facebook. I don’t get the
notifications in a timely manner. 



From: City of Elk Grove
To: Christopher Jordan; Christal Love-Lazard; Darrell Doan; Kristyn Laurence; Luis Aguilar
Subject: Zoo Comment Submission
Date: Monday, November 6, 2023 3:25:48 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Submitted on Mon, 11/06/2023 - 15:25

Submitted by: Anonymous

Submitted values are:

Name
Robert Noakes

Email

Phone

Comments/Questions
I would like an update Master Diagram of the planned zoo. I was told the one available on this
web site is three version old. I would like to know that our taxes are actually spent to make
something move forward and not just BBQ meetings.



From: City of Elk Grove
To: Christopher Jordan; Christal Love-Lazard; Darrell Doan; Kristyn Laurence; Luis Aguilar
Subject: Zoo Comment Submission
Date: Wednesday, December 27, 2023 2:52:33 PM

You don't often get email from noreply@elkgrovecity.org. Learn why this is important

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Submitted on Wed, 12/27/2023 - 14:52

Submitted by: Anonymous

Submitted values are:

Name
Denzil Verardo

Email

Phone

Comments/Questions
As retired Chief Deputy Director for State Parks, I am excited about the zoo & it's progress.







Thank you for your email.  The Draft EIR is available today.  I encourage you to review
that document and provide any comments on it that you may have.  The comment period
runs until February 20, 2024. 

 

That said, I’ll try and address your questions below.

 

Christopher

 

1 Please provide a history of the quality of work provided by the selected zoo design team.
A review of comments by residents going to zoos in other cities designed by this group
had many complaints. In particular, lack of trees and shade for both humans and the
animals. Houston is a good example.

SHR Studios, the design team selected for this project, has extensive experience with zoo
and aquarium design and construction.  Among their many projects include the Houston
Zoo, Zoos Victoria, Nashville Zoo, Fresno Zoo, and Auckland Zoo.  I direct you to their
website for a more extensive list of their work history. 

 

I cannot speak to the design decisions made by the other zoos you reference, but can say
that a variety of design decisions have to be made throughout a project’s design
progression.  It becomes a combination of animal care (the top priority), customer/guest
experience, and overall project budget.  For the proposed New Zoo in Elk Grove, we are
aware of the lack of existing trees/shade across the site and are designing both
landscaping and shade structures throughout the campus for both humans and animals.  In
fact, if you look at the site plan and some of the sections we presented in November 2023,
you will see shade canopies and trellises integrated throughout the design, both for guests
and the animals.

2. What animal welfare/ animal protection organizations have been asked to participate
in the design of the new zoo? Who is looking out for the animals in the zoo design? If
none, please state why not.

The design is informed by the latest design protocols for zoological parks, including the
standards of the US Department of Agriculture (a required permitting and inspection
entity under Federal law and regulation) and the Association of Zoos and Aquariums
(AZA).  Additionally, the animal care staff from the existing Zoo, along with medical care
staff from the Zoo and UC Davis have been involved in habitat and holding facility
design.

3. How much is parking going to cost? 
The cost for visitors to park at the proposed Zoo has not been determined.  We are looking
at a number of models as part of the plan of finance and will have a specific



recommendation for the City Council later this spring.

 

4. Please provide figures showing existing and planned land uses at least a half mile away
from all sides of the zoo. This would also include all pedestrian and bicycle access as well
as the route of the proposed light rail extension.

The attached graphics show the City’s latest approved General Plan land uses and
Transportation Plan for the City.  On the land use plan, the large green area at the
northwest corner of Lotz Parkway and Kammerer Road is the site of the proposed Zoo;
you can see the surrounding land uses from there. 

 

On the Transportation Plan, the proposed light rail line is labeled as “Future High-
Frequency Transit Alignment” and the stops are “High-Frequency Transit Stop.”  You
will see one station immediately at the Zoo site.  Bicycle and trail facilities are also shown
on this map, including Class I and Class IV facilities around the north, east, and west sides
of the site.

 

I’ll also note that the City was awarded a State grant in late 2023 for updating of the Light
Rail extension master plan.  That work will get underway later this year.

5. Please provide a detailed description of how much outdoor space as well as indoor
temperature controlled space will be provided for each animal group as well as the
number of each species proposed.
I have this information broken down in a couple of places.  First, Appendix C of the EIR
lists the animal program, including their count and habitat size.  Second, I’m attaching the
Building Program summary for Phase 1A & 1B; this will describe the size of the holding
areas for each of the habitats.  You can then cross reference this with the another
attachment, which is an excerpt of the Mechanical, Electrical, Plumbing, Fire Protection,
and Technology Engineering Basis of Design report.  This document provides maps of the
location of the buildings (by their ID number) and then describes the conditioning for
each building. 

 

6. Why was there no citizen's advisory committee formed during the design process?

The City already has several citizen’s advisory committees that it takes projects to
monthly.  The Planning Commission will serve as the primary advisory committee
responsible for assessing the design aspects, prior to Council’s consideration.
Additionally, input has been solicited from the Trails Committee and Art Commission,
leveraging their respective subject matter expertise. It is noteworthy that the City
traditionally does not convene specific advisory committees for individual projects, as
existing advisory committees are well-equipped and trained to comprehensively review
such matters. Nevertheless, the City recognizes the significance of surpassing the
conventional approach of soliciting input predominately from existing advisory



committees or commissions, especially on larger projects. In pursuit of thorough public
engagement, extensive outreach initiatives have been undertaken. The design process has
incorporated project-specific outreach efforts, encompassing the following for the current
project:

 

Outreach events at the 2022 4th of July event at Elk Grove Park and the 2022
Multicultural Festival at District 56
A neighborhood BBQ in the Sterling Meadows neighborhood (directly east of the
site) in July 2022
Community open houses and presentations in August 2022 and November 2023
Presentations at various community groups, including but not limited to, Rotary
Club meetings, Chamber of Commerce, EGUSD staff meetings, Al Misbaah, Civic
Summer program, and Del Webb/Glenbrooke.
Community surveys in 2022

 

This feedback has informed design decisions throughout the effort and is augmented with
the programing needs for the Project, animal care requirements and best practices, and
operations and maintenance considerations. Please also note there are still numerous
opportunities for public comment at the upcoming public hearings.

 

 

 

Christopher J. Jordan (he/him)

Director of Strategic Planning and Innovation

City Manager’s Office

 

City of Elk Grove

8401 Laguna Palms Way, Elk Grove, CA 95758

Phone: 916.478.2222

TTY/TDD 888.435.6092

elkgrovecity.org

 



Sign Up for Email Updates

 

 

 

 

From: City of Elk Grove <noreply@elkgrovecity.org> 
Sent: Thursday, January 4, 2024 12:27 PM
Subject: Zoo Comment Submission

 

Submitted on Thu, 01/04/2024 - 12:27

Submitted by: Anonymous

Submitted values are:

Name
Mark D. Crane

Email

Phone

Comments/Questions
I have a list of several items that should be covered in the Draft EIR for the zoo.

1 Please provide a history of the quality of work provided by the selected zoo design
team. A review of comments by residents going to zoos in other cities designed by this
group had many complaints. In particular, lack of trees and shade for both humans and the
animals. Houston is a good example.
2. What animal welfare/ animal protection organizations have been asked to participate in
the design of the new zoo? Who is looking out for the animals in the zoo design? If none,
please state why not.
3. How much is parking going to cost? 
4. Please provide figures showing existing and planned land uses at least a half mile away
from all sides of the zoo. This would also include all pedestrian and bicycle access as well
as the route of the proposed light rail extension.
5. Please provide a detailed description of how much outdoor space as well as indoor
temperature controlled space will be provided for each animal group as well as the
number of each species proposed.
6. Why was there no citizen's advisory committee formed during the design process? 



Thank you for your consideration. I look forward to having these issues covered in the
Draft EIR.

Mark Crane

 

By sending us an email (electronic mail message) or filling out a web form, you are sending us
personal information (i.e. your name, address, email address or other information). We store this
information in order to respond to or process your request or otherwise resolve the subject matter of
your submission.

Certain information that you provide us is subject to disclosure under the California Public Records
Act or other legal requirements. This means that if it is specifically requested by a member of the
public, we are required to provide the information to the person requesting it. We may share
personally identifying information with other City of Elk Grove departments or agencies in order to
respond to your request. In some circumstances we also may be required by law to disclose
information in accordance with the California Public Records Act or other legal requirements.

 

--

Mark Crane, P.E.
Crane Transportation Group

By sending us an email (electronic mail message) or filling out a web form, you are sending us personal
information (i.e. your name, address, email address or other information). We store this information in
order to respond to or process your request or otherwise resolve the subject matter of your submission.

Certain information that you provide us is subject to disclosure under the California Public Records Act
or other legal requirements. This means that if it is specifically requested by a member of the public, we
are required to provide the information to the person requesting it. We may share personally identifying
information with other City of Elk Grove departments or agencies in order to respond to your request. In
some circumstances we also may be required by law to disclose information in accordance with the
California Public Records Act or other legal requirements.

-- 
Mark Crane, P.E.



From: Christopher Jordan
To: Joan Olsen
Subject: RE: Public Comments on Zoo Draft EIR
Date: Tuesday, January 9, 2024 8:31:00 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Hello,
 
Great question.  We provide a public meeting opportunity for people that would like to provide their
comments verbally, as opposed to in writing.  It is typically provided towards the later half of the
comment period, but not at the conclusion.  That way if people feel they have missed something
they would like to comment on they have additional time to do so. 
 
Our preferred format for receiving comments is in writing.  This way we can respond directly to your
words and not risk a transcription error.  It also helps us have a clearer record of who provided the
comment so we can provide you with a copy of the response when the Final EIR is prepared.  But,
we do provide the meeting opportunity for those that would like it. 
 
I will note that the meeting is just an opportunity to receive your comments.  We will not be
responding to comments at the meeting, nor is there a lot of discussion about the project.  The
meeting format is a short presentation/overview of the EIR and the project, then we pass the
microphone around. 
 
Christopher
 
 

Christopher Jordan, AICP (he/him)
Director of Strategic Planning and Innoviation
City Manager’s Office
 
City of Elk Grove
8401 Laguna Palms Way, Elk Grove, CA 95758
Phone: 916.478.2222
TTY/TDD 888.435.6092
elkgrovecity.org
 

Sign Up for Email Updates

 
 
 
 

From: Joan Olsen  
Sent: Tuesday, January 9, 2024 8:13 AM





From: JM Nemmers
To: Zoo Project
Subject: Comment re: proposed zoo
Date: Wednesday, January 10, 2024 9:02:45 AM

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from  Learn why this is
important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Greetings,

 I’m pleased that a modern zoo is being planned for the Elk Grove area.  My only request is that the animal exhibits
be designed to allow visibility from the viewpoint of young children.  As a grandparent, this would be a major
improvement over the high (+- 4’) barriers between visitors and many of the animal exhibits at the existing Land
Park zoo.  These barriers currently prevent young children from seeing the animals without being frequently hoisted
up by taller and older people for a proper view.   Frustrating and limiting for the kids, to say nothing of being
physically demanding on adults, especially us older ones!

I wish you the best of luck on the new zoo, an impressive and long-overdue addition to the quality of life for
Sacramento area residents.

Very best regards,

J. Mark Nemmers
Sacramento, CA





From: Suzanne Jumper
To: Christopher Jordan
Subject: Zoo relocation
Date: Wednesday, January 10, 2024 9:39:05 AM

[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

I vote for NO.
Of all of the needs in Elk Grove and Sacramento, this too expensive.
The renovation and partial move will take years.
The Oakland Zoo and San Francisco Zoo are near enough for different zoo experiences.
The Land Park zoo is adequate and actually quaint.
And other than employees, and those seeking to profit from the move; I’ve never heard of a visitor to the zoo say
“Hey, we need a bigger zoo”.

I give these opinions as somebody who patronize the zoo up until five years ago regularly four years with my
grandchildren. I had a zoo pass, and the kids were happy every time we went.
Suzanne Jumper

Sent from my iPad







From: City of Elk Grove
To: Christopher Jordan; Christal Love-Lazard; Darrell Doan; Kristyn Laurence; Luis Aguilar
Subject: Zoo Comment Submission
Date: Thursday, January 11, 2024 11:33:03 AM

You don't often get email from noreply@elkgrovecity.org. Learn why this is important

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Submitted on Thu, 01/11/2024 - 11:32

Submitted by: Anonymous

Submitted values are:

Name
Jennifer Sallee

Email

Phone

Comments/Questions
I think the entire zoo plan that has been presented at several meetings is outstanding. I only
wish it could be even bigger. I know I don't live next door to the proposed zoo, but the
possible drawbacks of noise and traffic should not be any worse than all the noise and traffic
that occur every day in Elk Grove. Besides, the way things are going, if there isn't a zoo at this
site, pretty soon it will just be solid tract houses with all the noise, pollution, & traffic that
solid rows of houses bring. If I lived nearby, I would buy a yearly pass and walk there
everyday. Since the proposed zoo, would be closer to where I live, I would certainly go there
more often than I go the current zoo with its horrible traffic and lack of parking. Please don't
let this wonderful opportunity die. At some point the totally disfunctional city of Sacramento
will just let the current zoo wither away.











From: Predeep
To: Zoo Project
Subject: EG Zoo
Date: Thursday, February 1, 2024 11:37:39 AM

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from . Learn why this is
important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

To Whom It May Concern:
I have a question regarding the proposed zoo in EG. As you know there are many houses (built and coming in the
future) near this location. What is, if any, the noise ordinance for the zoo to not disturb citizens living in this area? In
particular, homes south of Kyler Rd. What kind of noises are expected from the animals. Will they put in a different
area during closed hours? If project is approved, how long do you anticipate the construction to take for it to be fully
built?

I would appreciate your response to this.
-Predeep Sandhu

Sent from my iPhone

















Also, no word from the Land Park Community Association or any  updates from our Council Member
regarding the proposed move.   I would hope, since the Sacramento Zoo is the central focus of  William
Land Park (WLP) and the Amusements that reside in WLP, that there would be a mention of what is
planned to fill the void of NO Zoo?

I can only suggest that if the  Sacramento Zoo leaves that there can be a Children's  or Smaller Zoo, as
what  Folsom and Lodi have.   Attached is the info. I received from

a friend, tonight. 

https://elkgrovelagunanews.com/2024/02/06/elk-grove-to-hold-public-meeting-on-sacramento-zoo-
relocation-february-6-2024/ 

Thank you-

Art Taylor

 

By sending us an email (electronic mail message) or filling out a web form, you are sending us personal
information (i.e. your name, address, email address or other information). We store this information in
order to respond to or process your request or otherwise resolve the subject matter of your submission.

Certain information that you provide us is subject to disclosure under the California Public Records Act or
other legal requirements. This means that if it is specifically requested by a member of the public, we are
required to provide the information to the person requesting it. We may share personally identifying
information with other City of Elk Grove departments or agencies in order to respond to your request. In
some circumstances we also may be required by law to disclose information in accordance with the
California Public Records Act or other legal requirements.





From: Kat Chang
To: Christopher Jordan
Subject: Love to see the zoo!
Date: Thursday, February 8, 2024 2:56:19 PM

[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Hi Mr. Jordan,

All of my family and friends can’t wait for the zoo to arrive! I don’t know if those who agree or are neutral with this
new development will write to you, but those who oppose are usually more inclined to reach out to the officials.

So hopefully you also get to hear many voices like me who fully support this development. Really hoping it’d go
through.

And just curious, when will the final approval stage take place? I see Spring 2024 on the website but is there an
exact date?

Thank you for all you do.

Katherine





From:
To: Christopher Jordan
Subject: Yes to new zoo
Date: Thursday, February 8, 2024 4:37:16 PM

[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

I am a resident of district 2 and am pro- zoo in Elk Grove. The sooner the better.

-Geoff Mayfield











From: City of Elk Grove
To: Christopher Jordan; Christal Love-Lazard; Darrell Doan; Kristyn Laurence; Luis Aguilar
Subject: Zoo Comment Submission
Date: Thursday, February 8, 2024 9:25:12 PM

You don't often get email from noreply@elkgrovecity.org. Learn why this is important

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Submitted on Thu, 02/08/2024 - 21:25

Submitted by: Anonymous

Submitted values are:

Name
Lisa Farrell

Email

Phone

Comments/Questions
I think building the new Sac Zoo in Elk Grove would be wonderful for the city and the people
who live here. It would be such a wonder benefit and opportunity for families with children. It
would also likely give teens and adults/seniors an enriching place to volunteer. This would be
so beneficial, especially for the teen and senior population. There will be so many benefits to
both the city as well as the people of Elk Grove. Build it!





From: Linda Hnub Ci Xiong
To: Christopher Jordan
Subject: Elk Grove residents
Date: Friday, February 9, 2024 7:03:16 AM

[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Please build a little water park area to cool off in the summer! That would be so much fun for the kids. Animals and
a little bit of water splash. Not asking for a lot just a little area where it’s sprinklers and the kids can walk through it
and splash

Linda Xiong





From: JayantiKaurTV
To: Christopher Jordan
Subject: Elk Grove Zoo
Date: Friday, February 9, 2024 11:20:46 AM

[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Hello,

I’m a resident in Elk Grove and I’m excited about out the zoo. My only concern would be health of the water. If
there is a way to keep exposure of pollutants down to a minimal that will be great.

Thank you



From: Judi Cutaia
To: Christopher Jordan
Subject: Zoo
Date: Friday, February 9, 2024 11:57:57 AM

[You don't often get email from  Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Hello,

Plans for zoo look good!
Sent from my iPhone









Comments on the City of Elk Grove Zoo EIR 
by Michael Monasky 

February 20, 2024 
 
 
The EIR is incomplete and therefore inaccurate... 
The city and its consultant decided to perform a health risk impact assessment as part of its EIR for the 
zoo. The report is incomplete and therefore inaccurate and should include the neglected items indicated 
below. 
 
Cancer plays second fiddle to heart and lung diseases... 
Appendix E of the report contains a five page explanation of an additional 360 page core data dump. 
Unfortunately, the report only addresses the acute stage of exposure to toxic air contaminants during 
construction of the zoo; it does not explain the chronic additional toxic exposures due to 1.1-1.6 
millions individuals driving cars each year to visit the zoo. Additionally, the report only looks at deaths 
due to cancer, which are more than two and a half times the level permitted by law. Unmitigated 
construction techniques and processes will result in many more cancer deaths for our community. 
Cancer competes with heart and lung diseases as the number one cause of death in the United States; in 
fact, heart disease is number one, and lung disease is number four.  
This appendix makes no mention of increases in such diseases as congestive heart failure, chronic 
obstructive lung disease, asthma, emphysema, and interaction with other, complicating co-morbid 
conditions such as viral and bacterial infectious ailments.  

 
https://wonder.cdc.gov/controller/datarequest/D176;jsessionid=5C660EDABA71AAAD9084BE05B88
D 
 
Cars suck air 80 to 400 times faster than human beings... 
Realize that at rest a human being consumes about 5-10 liters of air per minute; a two-liter engine 
idling at 800 revolutions per minute consumes 800 liters of air per minute, or about 80 to 160 times 
more than a human being. While cruising at 2,000 revolutions per minute, the two liter internal 
combustion engine takes in air 200 to 400 times faster than a human being. This plan and its report 
encourage individual automobile use over public transit and ignore the impacts of human health risks. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8EeUGcKiG_w 
 



 
Violent, exploding suburbs... 
The city has had a reputation of rampant development as evidenced by the explosive population growth 
since incorporation in 2000. Neighboring cities, such as Rancho Cordova and Folsom, have the same 
intentions to build until they explode. Most of that development here and there takes shape as single 
family dwellings which defy public transit planning and implementation. We are in for more global 
warming, flooding in the valley, increases in heart and lung chronic diseases, not to mention gridlock 
on our streets.  
 
Pave paradise, put up a parking lot... 
Ten acres of this 65 acre project is committed to automobile parking. Two lots are mentioned, one 
paved with asphalt, the other with gravel. The zoo plan expects 1.6M visits each year; that would be 
over 4,300 visitors a day, every day. With 1,700 parking spaces in both lots, each car must carry at least 
three visitors each day every day of the year in each parking space. How much pollution each car will 
deposit into the atmosphere is not mentioned in the report. The math just doesn’t add up. 
 
CEQA sets a higher bar than that met by the city and its contractor... 
VMT impacts human health and the natural environment. Human health is impacted as increases in vehicle 
travel lead to more vehicle crashes, poor air quality, increases in chronic disease associated with reduced 
physical activity, and worse mental health. Increases in vehicle travel also negatively affect other road users, 
including pedestrians, cyclists, other motorists, and many transit users. The natural environment is impacted 
as higher VMT leads to more collisions with wildlife and fragments habitat. Additionally, development that 
leads to more vehicle travel also tends to consume more energy, water, and open space (including farmland 
and sensitive habitat). This increase in impermeable surfaces raises the flood risk and pollutant transport 
into waterways.  
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/transportation-planning/documents/sb-743/2020-04-13-
qanda-implementationtimingmemo-a11y.pdf 
 
So it's back to the drawing board, boys and girls...should this project ever attain the better part of a 
billion dollars needed to build it in the first place. 





generations have cherished it? 

The Kings' Golden One Center has enlivened downtown Sacramento, creating a fresh
magnetism there.
Just as San Diego houses their jewel of a zoo immediately amid their downtown in
Balboa Park, the center is where the gravitational pull of a city of Sacramento's
stature ought to be found, is where a treasure such as our city zoo ought to reside,
and NOT in the already-untenable suburban sprawl of Elk Grove.

I urge the Planning Commission to carefully consider the destructive potential of this
project and to make a Commission recommendation to City Council to abandon this
endeavor. 

Elk Grove needs only to properly reckon with the growth it now finds itself home to.

Sincerely, 

Nancy Christensen













project and to enthusiastically make a Commission recommendation to City Council to
move forward with this project. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.
 
Sincerely,
Amanda Nelson

 



From: Linda Vargas
To: Sandy Kyles
Subject: Approve of Elk Grove Zoo
Date: Wednesday, April 3, 2024 12:46:15 PM

[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Dear Chair Singha, Vice Chair Fernandez, and Commissioners Murphey, O'con, and Poole,

I am writing to express my enthusiastic support for the proposed New Zoo project in Elk Grove. As a resident of Elk
Grove for over 21 years and a 15 year Zoo member, I believe that the new zoo in Elk Grove would be a
transformational project for our community, providing educational opportunities, recreational activities, and
economic benefits for the City for many years to come.

I reside in the Foulks Ranch neighborhood within Council District 1, and I have been proud to call Elk Grove my
home for over 21 years. I am excited about the prospect of having a zoo in our city and believe that it would enhance
the quality of life for residents, businesses, and generations of families.

I urge the Planning Commission to carefully consider the many merits of this project and to make a Commission
recommendation to City Council to move the project forward to construction. A new zoo aligns with Elk Grove's
commitment to fostering a vibrant and diverse community, and I believe it will contribute positively to our City's
growth and prosperity.

Sincerely,
Linda Vargas





project and to make a Commission recommendation to City Council to move
the project forward to construction. A new zoo aligns with Elk Grove's
commitment to fostering a vibrant and diverse community, and I believe it will
contribute positively to our City's growth and prosperity.
 
Sincerely, Alanne Whitaker

 
 







families.
 
Please vote to approve a wonderful addition to our City:  A New Zoo.
 
Thank you for your continued service to our Community.
 
Bruce and Dianne Van Houten

 





When someone calls 9-1-1 for help and says that they are on Bilby Road, it can cause potential
issues with sending emergency services when the road is disconnected and in three parts.
Further, per Section 12.26.036.A of the Elk Grove Municipal Code (EGMC), street names that
are "already in use within the City" are prohibited from being used again. If this segment of
Bilby will be permanently disconnected from the other parts of Bilby, it can be effectively
argued that this segment is essentially another street that should have its own, new name. I
request that the Public Works Director (who is delegated the power to rename streets per
EGMC 12.26.042), Planning Commission, and City Council explore potentially renaming this
segment of Bilby Road as a part of conditions of approval of this project or future actions
related to the zoo. I believe that it is especially timely to rename it at this time as there are no
buildings along that segment of Bilby Road that are addressed to Bilby Road at this time.

Some ideas that come to mind to rename that section based on its location, and general
practices in the City, include:

Renaming it to "Sky River Parkway" to match the name of the street to the east of
Promenade Parkway
Renaming it to a musical instrument or musical themed street to match the surrounding
neighborhoods (ex: Orchestra Way, Trumpet Way, Chord Drive)
Renaming it to something related to the area or function of the zoo where the road will
terminate (ex: Veterinarian Drive, Animal Care Way, Lemur Drive)
Renaming it to honor a Veteran who is listed in the City's database of eligible Veterans
pursuant to EGMC 12.26.034

I hope that the City will be able to explore and accommodate this concern and I look forward
to seeing progress being made on the zoo.

Thank you!

Regards,
Matthew Jumamoy









Dear Members of the Planning Commission, 

My name is Matt Courtnier and I have been a member of the Plumbers and Pipefitters 
union UA Local 447 for 27 years. Thank you for taking the time to read this. I have lived 
in Elk Grove since 1975 and I would appreciate your support for the proposed zoo. 

I would like to express my enthusiastic support for the establishment of the Elk Grove 
Zoo within our community. As a resident of Elk Grove, I believe that the zoo would bring 
numerous benefits to our city and its residents, as well as contribute positively to the 
local economy and conservation efforts. 

First and foremost, the Elk Grove Zoo would provide an educational and recreational 
resource for families, schools, and individuals of all ages. Zoos serve as living classrooms 
where visitors can learn about wildlife, habitats, and conservation efforts firsthand. By 
offering educational programs, interactive exhibits, and opportunities for close 
encounters with animals, the zoo would inspire a greater appreciation for the natural 
world and foster a sense of stewardship for the environment among our residents. 

Moreover, the establishment of the Elk Grove Zoo would enhance our city's cultural and 
recreational offerings, making Elk Grove an even more desirable place to live, work, and 
visit. Families would have a new destination for weekend outings, school groups could 
enjoy field trips that complement classroom learning, and tourists would be drawn to 
our city, boosting local businesses, and generating revenue for the community. 

In conclusion, I urge the planning commision to support the establishment of the Elk 
Grove Zoo as a valuable asset to our community. The zoo would not only provide 
educational and recreational opportunities for residents and visitors but also contribute 
to wildlife conservation efforts and economic development in our city. Thank you for 
considering my perspective on this important issue. 

Sincerely, 

Matt Courtnier 
 



From: Christina Ettlin
To: Planning Commission Secretary
Subject: EG ZOO
Date: Wednesday, April 3, 2024 1:38:48 PM

[You don't often get email from  Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

I AM AN ELK GROVE RESIDENT AND WE NEED AND WANT THIS ZOO SOO BAD. WE ARE SO
EXCITED ABOUT THIS AND CANNOT WAIT!!!!
THANK YOU!









From: Melissa Berg
To: Sandy Kyles; Jason Lindgren
Subject: Elk Grove Zoo
Date: Thursday, April 4, 2024 11:07:00 AM
Attachments: Letter of Support.docx

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from . Learn
why this is important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Good morning,

Please see the attached letter of support for the proposed Elk Grove Zoo. We look forward to having
this new attraction in our city.

Thank so much,

Ron Berg



Elk Grove Planning Commission 
Re: Elk Grove Zoo 
 
April 3, 2024 
 
Dear Members of the Planning Commission, 
 
I am wri�ng to express my full support for the proposed new zoo in our town. I have lived in Elk Grove 
for over 25 years and have been a Local 447 Union Pipefiter for almost 30 years.  As a union pipefiter, I 
understand the importance of economic development and job crea�on in our community. The 
construc�on of a new zoo would not only provide numerous opportuni�es for employment, but it would 
also atract visitors from near and far, boos�ng our local economy. 
 
Addi�onally, the crea�on of a zoo would offer educa�onal and recrea�onal opportuni�es for families 
and children in our community. It would provide a unique and interac�ve way for people to learn about 
different species of animals and their habitats, fostering a greater apprecia�on for wildlife and 
conserva�on efforts. 
 
Furthermore, the construc�on and maintenance of the zoo would require the exper�se of skilled 
tradespeople like myself. By suppor�ng the establishment of a new zoo, you are also suppor�ng the 
livelihoods of workers in the construc�on and maintenance industries. 
 
In conclusion, I urge you to consider the many benefits that a new zoo would bring to our town and to 
support its establishment. Thank you for your �me and considera�on. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ron Berg 
Local 447 Union Pipefiter 
 



From: Rick
To: Planning Commission Secretary
Subject: Elk Grove Zoo
Date: Thursday, April 4, 2024 6:56:44 AM

[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

I love the zoo!  I live in Elk Grove and support the relocation of the Sacramento zoo to Elk Grove.  Rick Autenrieth
Sent from my iPad







 
 

 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 

From: Caitlin Peretto 
Sent: Wednesday, April 3, 2024 9:43 AM
To: Suman Singha <ssingha@elkgrovecity.org>; Juan Fernandez
<jfernandez@elkgrovecity.org>; George Murphey <gmurphey@elkgrovecity.org>; Oscar
O'Con <oocon@elkgrovecity.org>; Sandra Poole <spoole@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: Support our new Zoo project in Elk Grove
 
[Some people who received this message don't often get email from

. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Dear Chair, Vice Chair, and Commissioners,

I am writing to express my enthusiastic support for the proposed new Zoo project in Elk Grove.
As a resident of Elk Grove, I believe the new Zoo project would be a transformational project
community, providing educational activities, recreational activities, and economic benefits for
the City for many years to come.

I reside in the Elliot Ranch East neighborhood in District 1, and have been proud to call Elk
Grove my home for the past 7 years. I am excited about the prospect of having the Zoo in our
city.





John Hershey

Compliance Officer

 

 



Dear Suman Singha and members of the City of Elk Grove Planning Commission 

 I appreciate your time reading this and ask that you support the Zoo project for the City of 
Elk Grove. My name is John Hershey and I am the Compliance Officer for UA Local 447 Plumbers 
and Pipefitters covering Sacramento, Yolo, Amador, El Dorado, Placer, and Nevada counties. I 
myself have completed the plumbing and pipefitting apprenticeship in part due to the on the job 
training hours provided by major publicly funded projects.  

 Projects like relocating the Sacramento Zoo to the new location at Kammerer road create 
the demand for apprentices that sustain the skilled and trained workforce in our region. With the 
769 estimated direct construction jobs for Phase 1A, and a conservative estimate of 1 out of every 6 
workers being an apprentice, this provides the on the job training opportunities for nearly 130 
apprentices who are just starting their careers or who are near the point of becoming successful 
skilled and trained journeyworkers.  

 These apprentices are future home buyers, family raisers, and the backbone of the next 
generation of the local construction workforce. Additionally, a union journey level construction 
worker in our area can expect anywhere from $90,000 to $130,000 gross income with full time work 
and only a High School diploma or GED depending on their craft.  

 With reference to the Economic and Revenue Impact Analysis that was prepared for the 
city, the increase of economic activity by $338.6 million during the course of construction of Phases 
1 and 2 is nothing to ignore. With nearly 80% of that activity being captured locally, is just the thing a 
growing city needs. Coming off the heels of the Sky River Casino a stones throw away from the 
proposed zoo location, Elk Grove could become a focal point of local and regional tourism and 
recreation. As the economic center of gravity continues to move in Elk Grove’s direction, it stands to 
reason that marquee projects like the moving of the zoo from Sacramento to Elk Grove will continue 
this trend.  

Aside from purely economic matters; things like all electric construction and improved 
animal welfare by more than quadrupling the acreage speak to concerns about the climate and 
animal welfare. 

Again, I would like to thank you for reading this and considering my input and ask that the 
Planning Commission support this project. 

Thank you, 

 

John Hershey 
Compliance Officer 
UA Local 447 Plumbers and Pipefitters 



-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Young 
Sent: Wednesday, April 3, 2024 7:48 PM
To: Planning Commission Secretary <pcsecretary@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: Support for new zoo project in Elk Grove

[You don't often get email from  Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Dear Chair Singha, Vice Chair Fernandez, and Commissioners Murphey, O'con, and Poole,

I am writing to express my enthusiastic support for the proposed New Zoo project in Elk Grove. As a resident of Elk
Grove, I believe that the new zoo in Elk Grove would be a transformational project for our community, providing
educational opportunities, recreational activities, and economic benefits for the City for many years to come.

I reside in the  neighborhood within Council District 3, and I have been proud to call Elk Grove my home for 12
years. I am excited about the prospect of having a zoo in our city and believe that it would enhance the quality of life
for residents, businesses, and generations of families.

I urge the Planning Commission to carefully consider the many merits of this project and to make a Commission
recommendation to City Council to move the project forward to construction. A new zoo aligns with Elk Grove's
commitment to fostering a vibrant and diverse community, and I believe it will contribute positively to our City's
growth and prosperity.

Sincerely,
Stephen Salas

 



 

 

-----Original Message-----
From: Michelle 
Sent: Wednesday, April 3, 2024 7:49 PM
To: Planner of the Day <planner@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: Support for New Zoo Project in Elk Grove

[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Dear Chair Singha, Vice Chair Fernandez, and Commissioners Murphey, O'con, and Poole,

I am writing to express my enthusiastic support for the proposed New Zoo project in Elk Grove. As a resident of Elk
Grove, I believe that the new zoo in Elk Grove would be a transformational project for our community, providing
educational opportunities, recreational activities, and economic benefits for the City for many years to come.

I reside in the parkgate neighborhood within Council District [4], and I have been proud to call Elk Grove my home
for 40 years and I am excited about the prospect of having a zoo in our city and believe that it would enhance the
quality of life for residents, businesses, and generations of families.

I urge the Planning Commission to carefully consider the many merits of this project and to make a Commission
recommendation to City Council to move the project forward to construction. A new zoo aligns with Elk Grove's
commitment to fostering a vibrant and diverse community, and I believe it will contribute positively to our City's
growth and prosperity.

Sincerely,
Michelle Jaromay











From: Janice Barrilleaux 
Sent: Wednesday, April 3, 2024 7:37 PM
To: Suman Singha <ssingha@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: In support
 
[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

I am writing in support of the new Zoo project. I have been member of the Sacramento zoo for quite
a while and think the expansion movement to Elk Grove can do nothing but benefit the community.

Best regards.

Janice

Janice Barrilleaux





 
 
 
April 4, 2024 
 
Chair Suman Singha 
Planning Commission 
City of Elk Grove 
8400 Laguna Palms Way 
Elk Grove, CA 95875 
 
Re: Item 5.1 – The New Zoo at Elk Grove Project 
 
Dear Elk Grove Planning Commission Members, 
 
I am writing to you as the Business Manager of the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
(IBEW) Local 340, representing a dedicated workforce that is integral to the development and 
maintenance of infrastructure within our community. Our members are highly skilled professionals 
who contribute significantly to the growth and enhancement of our local environment, both 
through their labor and their engagement with community initiatives. 
 
It has come to our attention that the City of Elk Grove is considering the approval of a significant 
and beneficial project – the construction of a new zoological park. After thorough review of the 
project's details and its anticipated impacts on our community, I am compelled to express our 
strong support for the New Zoo at Elk Grove Project (SP0009). 
 
This project is not just a development; it is a vision for a more vibrant, educated, and economically 
thriving Elk Grove. The comprehensive planning and thoughtful consideration given to its potential 
impacts and benefits are commendable. The zoo is anticipated to significantly enhance our local 
economy by creating jobs, stimulating local business growth, and attracting visitors from outside 
the area, which in turn supports a wider range of economic activities. 
 
The proposed zoo will serve as a pivotal educational resource, providing invaluable learning 
opportunities about wildlife conservation, biodiversity, and environmental stewardship. By 
fostering a deeper understanding and appreciation for the natural world, the zoo will enrich our 
community's cultural and educational landscape. 
 
Furthermore, the project's commitment to sustainability and environmental sensitivity, as outlined 
in the staff report, aligns with the values and priorities of our members. The integration of green 
spaces, conservation programs, and innovative design reflects a forward-thinking approach to 
development that respects our planet and its inhabitants. 
 
 
 
 



The IBEW Local 340 is particularly supportive of the project's potential to create high-quality, skilled 
labor jobs during the construction phase and beyond. The involvement of local workers in building 
this landmark project will not only ensure its success but also contribute to the economic well-being 
of those who call Elk Grove home. 
 
In conclusion, we urge the Elk Grove Planning Commission to support and approve the New Zoo at 
Elk Grove Project. This project represents a unique opportunity to make a lasting positive impact on 
our community, its economy, and the environment. Let us embrace this chance to create a legacy 
that will be cherished by future generations. 
 
Thank you for considering our support as you make this crucial decision. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
Robert D. Ward 
Business Manager 
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Local 340  
 
 
 
 
Cc: Elk Grove Planning Commissioners, Mayor Bobbie Singh Allen, Planning Commission Staff 











From: Carina Gaytan <
Sent: Wednesday, April 3, 2024 8:46 AM
To: Suman Singha <ssingha@elkgrovecity.org>; Juan Fernandez
<jfernandez@elkgrovecity.org>; George Murphey <gmurphey@elkgrovecity.org>; Oscar
O'Con <oocon@elkgrovecity.org>; Sandra Poole <spoole@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: Support for new zoo project in Elk Grove
 
[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Dear Chair Singha, Vice Chair Fernandez, and Commissioners Murphey, O'con, and Poole,

I am writing to express my enthusiastic support for the proposed New Zoo project in Elk Grove. As a
resident of Elk Grove, I believe that the new zoo in Elk Grove would be a transformational project
for our community, providing educational opportunities, recreational activities, and economic
benefits for the City for many years to come.

I reside in the Laguna Creek neighborhood, and I have been proud to call Elk Grove my home for 25
years. I am excited about the prospect of having a zoo in our city and believe that it would enhance
the quality of life for residents, businesses, and generations of families.

I urge the Planning Commission to carefully consider the many merits of this project and to make a
Commission recommendation to City Council to move the project forward to construction. A new
zoo aligns with Elk Grove's commitment to fostering a vibrant and diverse community, and I believe
it will contribute positively to our City's growth and prosperity.

Sincerely,
Carina Grove









From: Judy Putt 
Sent: Tuesday, April 2, 2024 5:25 PM
To: Suman Singha <ssingha@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: Support for New Zoo Project in Elk Grove
 
[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Dear Chair Singha:

I am writing the express my support for the proposed New Zoo project in Elk Grove. As a resident of
Elk Grove, I believe the the new zoo would be a transformational project for the community,
providing educational opportunities, recreational activities, and economic benefits for the City for
many years to come.

I reside in the Glenbrooke subdivision within Council District four. I am excited about the prospect
of having a zoo in our city and believe that it would enhance the quality of life for residents,
businesses, and generations of families.

I urge the Planning Commission to carefully consider the many merits of this project and to make a
Commission recommendations to City Council to move the project forward to construction.  A new
zoo aligns with Elk Grove’s commitment to fostering a vibrant and diverse community, and I believe
it will contribute positively to our City’s growth and prosperity.

Sincerely,

Jim & Judy Putt











economic environment, and the City/Zoo leadership teams.  However, the presentations
I have seen for Elk Grove and this current Zoo leadership are exciting and I believe the
integration of the Zoo into the culture and lifestyle of Elk Grove, and the Zoo's future
plans for education and conservation would be a huge benefit to Elk Grove.  It would
help Elk Grove draw in more taxpayer funding (via tourism, visitors, and sales tax) in
addition to assisting the local community/economy with jobs.  Furthermore, these jobs
offer career futures far beyond simple service industries, such as janitors, food service,
or fast food.  Jobs initially offered by the project, of course, include the construction and
infrastructure.  However, future jobs with the zoo include biological, veterinary, other
animal sciences, along with education and outreach positions.
 
Frankly, I have not set foot in the Sky River Casino yet.  I hate gambling and I am not a fan
of smoking.  But, I will be at the Zoo often, if not weekly, for their special events.  Also,
with the number of schools in Elk Grove (and families who move to Elk Grove specifically
because of our excellent school district), there will be a substantial amount of family
patronage at the Sacramento Zoo should it move here.
 
I lived in Elk Grove long before it became an incorporated city.  We have seen
substantial commercial and residential development.  I miss the old "cow town" feel of
the community I grew up in.  But, if we are going to lose ranch land and our beautiful
open fields in Elk Grove, then I'd rather lose it to the Sacramento Zoo, who has been a
staple in our county for decades.
 
Please keep in mind, some citizens will object to the Zoo on a basis of animal cruelty,
stating the animals in the Zoo should be free in the wild.  I am sure the Zoo has explained
to the Planning Committee that their animals have all been born in captivity.  The
Sacramento Zoo is not a sanctuary zoo, like the City of Folsom Zoo is.  The animals have
never been in the wild and could not survive if released.  Additionally, Sacramento Zoo
could not maintain their Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) accreditation if the
animals were not properly cared for, nor would they ever be allowed to run breeding
programs for zoo animals.  Sacramento Zoo has worked hard to maintain their AZA
accreditation and has coordinated breeding programs for various animals, including the
thick-billed parrots.  The details of their planned move to Elk Grove show the care and
consideration the Sacramento Zoo has for the community in Elk Grove and the animals
in their charge.  Comments regarding the general animal cruelty of zoos or the smell of
animals are merely short-sighted and ignorant (especially considering much of Elk Grove
was farming and ranching land).  The Sacramento Zoo can bring culture and education to
our community to combat these arguments, along with a greater understanding of
ecosystems, climate systems, and exposure to animals you can only find over half a



world away.
 
Please, bring the Sacramento Zoo to Elk Grove!
Thank you for your time.
 
--
Devon Brown





 
I urge the Planning Commission to carefully consider the many merits of this
project and to make a Commission recommendation to the City Council to
move the project forward to construction. A new zoo aligns with Elk Grove's
commitment to fostering a vibrant and diverse community, and I believe it will
contribute positively to our City's growth and prosperity.
 
Sincerely, 
Denise and Paul Sellers











From: Caitlin Peretto 
Sent: Wednesday, April 3, 2024 9:43 AM
To: Suman Singha <ssingha@elkgrovecity.org>; Juan Fernandez
<jfernandez@elkgrovecity.org>; George Murphey <gmurphey@elkgrovecity.org>; Oscar
O'Con <oocon@elkgrovecity.org>; Sandra Poole <spoole@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: Support our new Zoo project in Elk Grove
 
[Some people who received this message don't often get email from .
Learn why this is important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Dear Chair, Vice Chair, and Commissioners,

I am writing to express my enthusiastic support for the proposed new Zoo project in Elk Grove. As a
resident of Elk Grove, I believe the new Zoo project would be a transformational project community,
providing educational activities, recreational activities, and economic benefits for the City for many
years to come.

I reside in the Elliot Ranch East neighborhood in District 1, and have been proud to call Elk Grove
my home for the past 7 years. I am excited about the prospect of having the Zoo in our city.

I urge the planning committee to carefully consider the many merits of this project and make a
commission recommendation to City Council to move the project forward. A new Zoo aligns with
Elk Grove’s commitment to fostering a vibrant and diverse community, and I believe it will
contribute positively to our City’s growth and prosperity.

Thank you,
Caitlin Wilson

Sent from my iPhone









I reside in the historic area of the Old Town neighborhood within Council District 2, and I
have been proud to call Elk Grove my home for 30 years. I am excited about the prospect
of having a zoo in our city and believe that it would enhance the quality of life for
residents, businesses, and generations of families.
 
I urge the Planning Commission to carefully consider the many merits of this project and
to make a Commission recommendation to City Council to move the project forward to
construction. A new zoo aligns with Elk Grove's commitment to fostering a vibrant and
diverse community, and I believe it will contribute positively to our City's growth and
prosperity.
 
Sincerely,
Mr. & Mrs. George Horch

 





Respectfully,
Gregg T. Mann







 

From: Kate Abbott 
Sent: Wednesday, April 3, 2024 1:44 PM
To: Suman Singha <ssingha@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: My family supports the new zoo project in Elk Grove
 
[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Dear Chair Singha,

My family and I live in Elk Grove right across from District 56. We moved here 8 years ago, and
recently my parents moved only a few minutes away as well because of our enthusiasm for our
new town.

I am writing to express my support for the proposed new zoo project in Elk Grove. The
proposed location in Elk Grove has the room to provide the animals the needed care and
facilities they deserve, while providing our residents with a beautiful facility to enjoy too. Our
town is growing with families who would enjoy the new zoo and it would provide jobs for our
local residents as well. It would be a true asset to the community. My retired dad has been
talking about the new zoo since moving here! He hopes it will happen as well. Young families
aren’t the only ones who would benefit from time spent in a thoughtfully designed new zoo
amid animals and nature.



I urge the Planning Commission to carefully consider the many merits of this project and to
make a Commission recommendation to City Council to move the project forward to
construction.

Sincerely,
Kate Abbott





-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Salas 
Sent: Wednesday, April 3, 2024 7:45 PM
To: Planning Commission Secretary <pcsecretary@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: Support for New Zoo Project in Elk Grove

[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Dear Chair Singha, Vice Chair Fernandez, and Commissioners Murphey, O'con, and Poole,

I am writing to express my enthusiastic support for the proposed New Zoo project in Elk Grove. As a resident of Elk
Grove, I believe that the new zoo in Elk Grove would be a transformational project for our community, providing
educational opportunities, recreational activities, and economic benefits for the City for many years to come.

I reside in the  neighborhood within Council District 3, and I have been proud to call Elk Grove my home for 12
years. I am excited about the prospect of having a zoo in our city and believe that it would enhance the quality of life
for residents, businesses, and generations of families.

I urge the Planning Commission to carefully consider the many merits of this project and to make a Commission
recommendation to City Council to move the project forward to construction. A new zoo aligns with Elk Grove's
commitment to fostering a vibrant and diverse community, and I believe it will contribute positively to our City's
growth and prosperity.

Sincerely,
Katrina Salas









April 2, 2024 

Subject: Support for New Zoo Project in Elk Grove 

Dear Chair Singha, Vice Chair Fernandez, and Commissioners Murphey, O'con, and Poole, 

We are writing to express our enthusiastic support for the proposed New Zoo project in Elk 

Grove. As  residents of Elk Grove, we believe that the new zoo in Elk Grove would be a 

transformational project for our community, providing educational opportunities, 

recreational activities, and economic benefits for the City for many years to come. 

 We reside in the Lakeside neighborhood within Council District 1, and have been proud to 

call Elk Grove our home for nearly 40 years. We are both very excited about the prospect of 

having a zoo in our city and believe that it would enhance the quality of life for residents, 

businesses, and generations of families. 

 We urge the Planning Commission to carefully consider the many merits of this project and 

to make a Commission recommendation to City Council to move the project forward to 

construction. A new zoo aligns with Elk Grove's commitment to fostering a vibrant and 

diverse community, and we believe it will contribute positively to our City's growth and 

prosperity. 

Sincerely, 

David and Miriam Hutchinson 



From: Lisa Luong 
Sent: Wednesday, April 3, 2024 9:54 AM
To: Suman Singha <ssingha@elkgrovecity.org>; Juan Fernandez
<jfernandez@elkgrovecity.org>; George Murphey <gmurphey@elkgrovecity.org>; Oscar
O'Con <oocon@elkgrovecity.org>; Sandra Poole <spoole@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: Support for New Zoo Project in Elk Grove
 
[Some people who received this message don't often get email from .
Learn why this is important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Dear Chair Singha, Vice Chair Fernandez, and Commissioners Murphey, O'con, and Poole,

I am a current docent at the Sacramento Zoo and am writing to express my enthusiastic
support for the proposed New Zoo project in Elk Grove. As a resident of Sacramento County
zoned for schools in Elk Grove Unified School District, I believe that the new zoo in Elk Grove
would be a transformational project for our community, providing educational opportunities,
recreational activities, and economic benefits for the City for many years to come.

I reside in the neighborhood across the street from Elk Grove and I have been proud to live
near Elk Grove and support the businesses for the past 34 years.  I am excited about the
prospect of having a zoo in our city and believe that it would enhance the quality of life for



residents, businesses, and generations of families.

I urge the Planning Commission to carefully consider the many merits of this project and to
make a Commission recommendation to City Council to move the project forward to
construction. A new zoo aligns with Elk Grove's commitment to fostering a vibrant and diverse
community, and I believe it will contribute positively to our City's growth and prosperity.

Sincerely,
Lisa Luong



















From: Anne Cavanagh
To: Sandra Poole; Oscar O"Con; gmurphy@elkgrovecity.org; Juan Fernandez; Suman Singha; Sandy Kyles
Subject: Proposed new Zoo in Elk Grove
Date: Tuesday, April 2, 2024 7:14:51 PM

[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

I am writing to express my enthusiastic support for the proposed New Zoo project in Elk Grove. Four generations of
my family have lived in the City of Elk Grove for more fifty years. As a resident of Elk Grove for over 50 years and
a docent/volunteer at the Sacramento Zoo for over 30 years, I believe that the proposed new zoo in Elk Grove would
be an asset to our community, providing educational opportunities, recreational activities, and economic benefits for
many years to come.

I reside in the Council District 2 Neighborhood. I am excited about the prospect of having a zoo in our city and
believe that it would enhance the quality of life for residents, businesses, and generations of families.

I urge the Planning Commission to carefully consider the many merits of this project and to make a Commission
recommendation to the City Council to move the project forward to construction. A new zoo aligns with Elk
Grove’s commitment to fostering a vibrant and diverse community, and I believe it will contribute positively to our
City’s growth and prosperity.

Sincerely,
Anne Cavanagh







Dear Suman Singha and members of the Elk Grove Planning commission  

 

I am asking for your support of the Zoo project to be in the City of Elk Grove. My name is Zak 
Noonan, and I am one of two business agents for UA local 447 plumbers and pipefitters. Thank you 
for reading this letter. I have been a proud Elk Grove resident since 1998 and have witnessed the 
growth of our city in that time, from restaurants, shopping etc.  

This project could generate up to 2000 plus construction jobs and put up to 170 million into the 
economy during the construction of the zoo project. This zoo could bring in up to a million visitors a 
year, which could only have a positive impact on our city. The zoo in land park needs a new home 
and Elk Grove should be the new place, we have the room required to build a 65 acre home for all 
kinds of wild life.  

I have lived here for 26 years; kids have attended school here and we have made lifelong friends. I 
have been a member of 447 for 33 years and being able to work in the community myself and other 
members reside in would be a proud accomplishment. Driving by with the family and saying, “I 
worked on that zoo”. Thank you for your consideration and again as a resident I proudly support the 
zoo to be built in Elk Grove. 

Respectfully  

 

Zak Noonan  

Business Agent  

UA Local 447 Plumbers and Pipefitters. 

 







 

I urge the Planning Commission to carefully consider the many merits of this project and to make a
Commission recommendation to City Council to move the project forward to construction. A new zoo
aligns with Elk Grove's commitment to fostering a vibrant and diverse community, and I believe it will
contribute positively to our City's growth and prosperity.

 

 

 

Sincerely,

 

Marie Coleman

 

 

       

 

 

By sending us an email (electronic mail message) or filling out a web form, you are sending us personal
information (i.e. your name, address, email address or other information). We store this information in
order to respond to or process your request or otherwise resolve the subject matter of your submission.

Certain information that you provide us is subject to disclosure under the California Public Records Act or
other legal requirements. This means that if it is specifically requested by a member of the public, we are
required to provide the information to the person requesting it. We may share personally identifying
information with other City of Elk Grove departments or agencies in order to respond to your request. In
some circumstances we also may be required by law to disclose information in accordance with the
California Public Records Act or other legal requirements.













 
I urge the Planning Commission to carefully consider the many merits of this
project and to make a Commission recommendation to City Council to move
the project forward to construction. A new zoo aligns with Elk Grove's
commitment to fostering a vibrant and diverse community, and I believe it will
contribute positively to our City's growth and prosperity.
 
Sincerely,
Sarah Chaffin 





our community. It is my request that the Commission recommend to the City Council
to move forward with construction of the New Zoo project.    

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Bonnie Patterson

































From: Michael Jett
To: Sandy Kyles
Subject: Support for New Zoo Project in Elk Grove
Date: Wednesday, April 3, 2024 11:32:44 AM

[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Dear Chair Singha, Vice Chair Fernandez, and Commissioners Murphey, O'con, and Poole,

I am writing to express my enthusiastic support for the proposed New Zoo project in Elk Grove. As a resident of Elk
Grove, I believe that the new zoo in Elk Grove would be a transformational project for our community, providing
educational opportunities, recreational activities, and economic benefits for the City for many years to come.

I reside in the Laguna Estates neighborhood within Council District 4, and I have been proud to call Elk Grove my
home for 14 years. I am excited about the prospect of having a zoo in our city and believe that it would enhance the
quality of life for residents, businesses, and generations of families.

I urge the Planning Commission to carefully consider the many merits of this project and to make a Commission
recommendation to City Council to move the project forward to construction. A new zoo aligns with Elk Grove's
commitment to fostering a vibrant and diverse community, and I believe it will contribute positively to our City's
growth and prosperity.

Sincerely,
Michael Jett







From: Katie Pitcher
To: Planning Commission Secretary
Subject: Support for New Zoo Project in Elk Grove
Date: Wednesday, April 3, 2024 10:26:52 AM

[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Dear Chair Singha, Vice Chair Fernandez, and Commissioners Murphey, O'con, and Poole,

I am writing to express my enthusiastic support for the proposed New Zoo project in Elk Grove. As a resident of Elk
Grove, I believe that the new zoo in Elk Grove would be a transformational project for our community, providing
educational opportunities, recreational activities, and economic benefits for the City for many years to come.

I reside in the Laguna Creek neighborhood within Council District 3, and I have been proud to call Elk Grove my
home for 20 years. I am excited about the prospect of having a zoo in our city and believe that it would enhance the
quality of life for residents, businesses, and generations of families.

I urge the Planning Commission to carefully consider the many merits of this project and to make a Commission
recommendation to City Council to move the project forward to construction. A new zoo aligns with Elk Grove's
commitment to fostering a vibrant and diverse community, and I believe it will contribute positively to our City's
growth and prosperity.

Sincerely,
Katherine Pitcher

Sent from my iPhone













































From: Cathy Guy
To: Sandra Poole; Oscar O"Con; George Murphey; Juan Fernandez; Suman Singha; Sandy Kyles
Cc: Cathy Guy
Subject: Support for New Zoo Project in Elk Grove
Date: Tuesday, April 2, 2024 7:49:03 PM

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from . Learn why this is
important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Dear Chair Singha, Vice Chair Fernandez, and Commissioners Murphey, O’Con, and Poole,

We are writing to express our enthusiastic support for the proposed New Zoo project in Elk Grove. As a resident of
Elk Grove, we believe that the new zoo in Elk Grove would be a transformational project for our community,
providing educational opportunities, recreational activities, and economic benefits for the City for many years to
come.

We reside in the Laguna Creek neighborhood within Council District 1, and we have been proud to call Elk Grove
our home for over 30 years.  We are excited about the prospect of having a zoo in our city and believe that it would
enhance the quality of life for residents, businesses, and generations of families.  When our children were young we
regularly visited the zoo.  As grandparents, we would love to visit a new zoo in Elk Grove with our grandchildren.

We are both members of the Rotary Club of Elk Grove and we look forward to partnering with the zoo on service
projects.

We urge the Planning Commission to carefully consider the many merits of this project and to make a Commission
recommendation to City Council to move the project forward to construction. A new zoo aligns with Elk Grove's
commitment to fostering a vibrant and diverse community, and we believe it will contribute positively to our City's
growth and prosperity.

 Sincerely,

Cathy Guy, President 2023-24
Donald Guy, Rotarian
Rotary Club of Elk Grove













































































fostering a vibrant and diverse community, and I believe it will contribute positively
to our City's growth and prosperity for many years to come.  
 
Sincerely,
Nisreen Assaf   





















I urge the Planning Commission to carefully consider the many merits of this project
and to make a Commission recommendation to City Council to move the project
forward to construction. A new zoo aligns with Elk Grove's commitment to fostering a
vibrant and diverse community, and I believe it will contribute positively to our City's
growth and prosperity.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tina Jett

 



From: BEKKER RANDY
To: Sandy Kyles
Subject: Voice Mail (41 seconds)
Date: Wednesday, April 3, 2024 11:19:32 AM
Attachments: audio.mp3

Hi Sandy, my name is Randy Becker. I'm not going to make the Planning Commission meeting this
week. I wanted to add my name to the list of individuals that are supporting the zoo moving to Elk
Grove and I wish so all the planning commissioners the best in the decision they plan on making and
put my support behind the zoo and I would like my name entered into the record as supporting the
zoo and I appreciate it. Thank you very much. Have a great day.

You received a voice mail from BEKKER RANDY.

Thank you for using Transcription! If you don't see a transcript above, it's because the audio quality was not
clear enough to transcribe.

Set Up Voice Mail













Chris Zgraggen



























From:  Jennifer Collins 

Sent time:  04/05/2024 05:27:45 PM

To:  EG City Clerk

Subject:  Upcoming zoo item on city council
 

[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

 

To City Council,

 

Please provide my email against the zoo moving forward in Elk Grove. I have been a member and have enjoyed the zoo downtown my
entire life. I have nothing against Elk Grove but I live in Rocklin and dont see myself driving all the way to Elk Grove to attend the zoo
regularly like I do now. I would prefer a location chosen more in the middle of sacramento like west sacramento, rio linda, or sacramento
proper.

 

Please provide my letter against plans to move the zoo to Elk Grove.

 

Respectfully,

Jennifer Collins

Rocklin,Ca











Thank you again for your time,

Amanda Nelson
Carmichael, Ca









From:  KT 

Sent time:  04/10/2024 01:57:45 PM

To:  EG City Clerk

Subject:  New Zoo
 

[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

 

Hi Council,

I dont want the zoo to relocate to Elk Grove.

I dont want the zoo to relocate to any suburb. The suburbs are hot and dusty. The renderings dont make sense because I have never
seen that many trees or that much green in the area they are describing. Its far away and theres no access by public transit. I might as
well drive to the Oakland zoo if I have to go that far. I believe there are better options in Sacramento for such a project. Why not
natomas? Theres nothing of value out there? Why not that space where they were going to build the soccer arena downtown?

A world class zoo might be of better use.

How bout both?

Why not cal expo? What are we really doing with cal expo that warrants not turning it into a zoo? Itd be right next to sac state and fairly
close to Aggie square.

It makes sense.

I know thats not your job as the Elk Grove council so if your goal was to steal the zoo then fine. Do you what you need to do.

But farewell zoo if it does relocate there. Well just have to find something else to do with our kids because if we really wanted to be out
in Elk Grove like that we wouldve already moved there.

So yeah, Elk Grove relocation vote no.

Im good.

 

Thank you,

Kyle Pate

Sent from my iPhone











Thank you,
Jill Wind (and Lily too!)







From:  Lesley Kirrene 

Sent time:  04/18/2024 02:51:30 PM

To:  Jason Lindgren; Bobbie Singh-Allen

Subject:  New zoo letter for council

Attachments:  Mayor letter of support.pdf    
 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

The attached is from a Zoo docent. Please add to public record. Thank you.
 
 
Lesley Kirrene
Director of Institutional Advancement & Marketing

916-808-5150 // 

 

















From:  Walt Hess 

Sent time:  04/27/2024 10:03:32 AM

To:  Bobbie Singh-Allen

Cc:  Jason Lindgren

Subject:  New Zoo
 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Madam Mayor:

My wife and I reside in Elk Grove, District 4, and fully support the
new zoo project.  We volunteer our time and energy, support
financially and have included the zoo in our estate plans.
Additionally, we organized a "build the new zoo" fund drive in our
community of 631 homes and raised $14,500.00 in 3 weeks! We
understand the value of the zoo to our region, and we certainly
know you do also.

We appreciate the transparent manner in which our city has
moved this project forward to date.  We also really appreciate your
personal efforts over the past almost two years championing the
possibility of the new zoo.  As you said in your State of the City
address there are challenges ahead. We believe, as we feel you do
also, that with the continued cooperative efforts between the City
and the Zoological Society, the project can become a reality.  This
will be a major boon to our City in so many ways.

We urge your yes vote, and hopefully a unanimous yes vote, on
May 8 to green light the new zoo project moving to construction!

Thank you.

Walt and Sharon Hess







From:  Jonathan Arnold 

Sent time:  04/28/2024 08:01:52 PM

To:  Jason Lindgren

Subject:  Elk Grove Zoo
 

[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

 

To whom it may concern:

After hearing news about bringing in a new zoo to Elk Grove, I would like to voice my approval and ask if we can have a new zoo brought
in to Elk Grove?

As a father of five children this would bring entertainment and education to us and many people abroad. This project would also bring the
city revenue and jobs. The nearest biggest zoo is Chaffee zoo in Fresno, but logistically we dont go as its too far for a day to that
location. We hope that you can see the many opportunities that this will bring to enrich our city.

Thank you! 

 

Jonathan Arnold Radiologic Technologist (R) CT 

Cardiovascular Technologist 2





From: City of Elk Grove <noreply@elkgrovecity.org> 
Sent: Friday, April 26, 2024 3:45 PM
To: Ask ElkGrove <askelkgrove@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: Question submitted from website about New Zoo in Elk Grove

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Topic
New Zoo in Elk Grove

Your name
theresa mcgarry

Your email address

Message
Please support and approve the new Zoo location in elk grove. The best thing for the animals
and the people.. Pretty excited after seeing the artist renderings of what this new zoo will look
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like. . thank you for considering!....

 

Submitted on Fri, 04/26/2024 - 15:45 from https://www.elkgrovecity.org/webform/contact_us





From:  Toni Silva 

Sent time:  04/30/2024 06:37:39 AM

To:  dauen@elkgrovecity.org; kbrewer@elkgrovecity.org; kpease@elkgrovecity.gov; Sergio Robles; Bobbie Singh-Allen; Jason Lindgren

Subject:  New Zoo
 

[You don't often get email from t . Learn why this is important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

 

Hello,

 

I am writing in hopes that youre listening to the residents of Elk Grove and will bring us the new zoo to the area that we need and
deserve. It will be another highlight for our city and the overall region. It will bring people to the area, which means more tax dollars to the
city. The city has been named as a great place to live, lets prove that even more and make the zoo a reality.

 

I grew up in Fresno with the Chaffee zoo and expected to find the same or better zoo here. This new zoo will allow us to accomplish
being better than them and become a premier zoo. I would love to see us on the list of top zoos in the US and eventually place on top. It
will give families something great to do and be a great teaching opportunity. I always pick a zoo to visit any time I go on vacation. I
always consider the zoo to be the highlight of any day (home or vacation).

 

Please approve the zoo and allow our tax dollars to do something for the greater good of the city.

 

Thank you,

Toni Silva

























From:  Dr. Tecoy Porter 

Sent time:  05/01/2024 08:19:11 AM

To:  Bobbie Singh-Allen; Darren Suen; Rod Brewer; Kevin Spease; Sergio Robles

Cc:  Jason Lindgren

Subject:  Support for the Elk Grove Zoo Project
 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

 

Dear Elk Grove City Council,

 

I am writing to express my strong support for the Elk Grove Zoo project and to encourage the council to fully endorse and advance this
endeavor. The establishment of the Elk Grove Zoo represents a significant opportunity for our community to cultivate a unique and
enriching asset that will benefit residents and visitors alike.

 

The Elk Grove Zoo project promises to be a catalyst for economic growth and development in our city. Not only will it create job
opportunities during its construction phase, but it will also generate employment in various sectors upon its completion. Additionally, the
presence of the zoo will stimulate tourism, attracting visitors from neighboring areas and contributing to increased revenue for local
businesses.

 

Beyond its economic impact, the Elk Grove Zoo will serve as a vital educational resource for our community. It will provide opportunities
for hands-on learning experiences and foster a deeper understanding and appreciation for wildlife conservation among residents of all
ages. Through engaging exhibits and educational programs, the zoo will inspire environmental stewardship and promote biodiversity
conservation efforts.

 

Furthermore, the establishment of the Elk Grove Zoo aligns with our city's commitment to enhancing quality of life for residents. It will
offer families and individuals a recreational destination where they can connect with nature, enjoy leisure activities, and create lasting
memories together. By providing a safe and welcoming environment for community engagement, the zoo will strengthen social bonds
and contribute to a sense of belonging and pride in Elk Grove.

 

In light of these benefits, I urge the Elk Grove City Council to throw its full support behind the Elk Grove Zoo project. By investing in this
initiative, we are investing in the future prosperity and well-being of our community.

 

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

 

 

Sincerely,

 

Dr. Tecoy Porter Sr.

Resident, Elk Grove CA











Andrea Neidhardt 

2nd Year Veterinary Student 

Western University of Health Sciences 

Home Residence: Pleasant Grove, CA 

 

The Sacramento Zoo has been a cherished destination for families, the local Sacramento 

community, and visitors from neighboring states for nearly 100 years. It has provided 

momentous connections between people, animals, and nature through education and advocacy on 

the protection and conservation of wildlife locally and globally. Sentiments and attachments to 

the location and animals have kept the 14.6-acre not-for-profit zoo running, but only under 

jeopardizing conditions. The wildlife/captive animals of the zoo need to relocate to Elk Grove 

into an expanded and modernized facility to meet their animal welfare requirements, and those of 

the future animals to be housed.  

In 1997, the zoo’s accreditation was challenged by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums 

(AZA) due to outdated infrastructure, limited spacing, and inadequate staffing. For decades, the 

City of Sacramento has been searching for a new location that will be able to accommodate the 

increased space requirement for the animals they already have, such as giraffes, lions, and 

zebras. A feasibility study was finalized in 2022, on the proposed 100 acres in Elk Grove, that 

assessed all objectives for the relocation and proved it can provide sufficient space and capability 

to care for and manage a diverse wildlife population.   

Animals that people love to see like the tiger, hippopotamus, and grizzly bear will never be a part 

of this zoo unless they improve the physical limitation of the current site. The new zoo location 

would be able to create habitats that are more realistic to an animal’s natural habitats out in the 

wild. This would allow for new wildlife to be added and an increased focus on conservation of 

species such as the clouded leopards and various apes. The Sacramento Zoo had to send away 

four chimpanzees due to having too small of a habitat which usually calls for housing eight 

together. There are fewer accredited zoos that can take in new animals or accommodate them for 

breeding, making it challenging to increase our repopulation efforts of wildlife that are 

endangered. 

The psychological health and well-being of the captive animals is another important factor to 

address in their current location. With the space restriction and archaic infrastructure, the 

animal’s quality of life is diminished. The Oakland Zoo and Detroit Zoo have worked hard to 

minimize stress in their animals to help their overall quality of life. The Oakland Zoo 

implemented larger enclosures that are more relaxing for the animals and have educators set out 

to inform the public that the less stressed the animal is, the more likely they will be seen doing 

natural behaviors. The Detroit Zoo takes pride in focusing on animals that belong in colder 

climates or environments that can thrive well in their weather, and by keeping social animals 

together, not isolated, or solitary species in uncrowded conditions to minimize stress. 

Furthermore, relocating to Elk Grove will provide access to larger outdoor spaces that would 

facilitate natural behaviors and provide areas for more social animals, thus alleviating stress and 

improving their well-being. 
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Concerns about ongoing logistical and financial challenges have been on the rise, but they are 

being discussed and worked on together by the Sacramento Zoological Society and the City of 

Elk Grove with the animal’s health and welfare at the forefront. This should not prevent the 

relocation process, and in fact they are encouraging the community to ask questions and be a part 

of this new potential change. Become informed about the importance of zoos and wildlife 

conservation and support this opportunity for the Sacramento Zoo to expand so that the 

wildlife/captive animals can thrive. 

 







  

  

  

  

From: City of Elk Grove <noreply@elkgrovecity.org> 
Sent: Thursday, May 2, 2024 11:46 AM
To: Ask ElkGrove <askelkgrove@elkgrovecity.org>
Subject: Question submitted from website about I support a new Zoo in Elk Grove
 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Topic
I support a new Zoo in Elk Grove 

Your name
Stephanie A Turner

Your email address

Message
Hello, I am unable to attend the Elk Grove City council meeting on May 8th but wanted to express my support for a new Zoo. All
the positive reasons have been sent to the council. I am 100% behind this project.

 

Submitted on Thu, 05/02/2024 - 11:45 from https://www.elkgrovecity.org/webform/contact_us
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